1 HE 


„ R Y 
TU DICA, 


LADY = 


NMI. 


WITH AN 


Account of her Five Lovers; 
YL 


Dick MERRYFELLOW, 
Count ANTIQUARY, 
Young Squire Fos, of 


Dumplin-hall, 


Jack SHADWELL, of 


the Lodge, and 
MiILTS DinGLEBoB, of 


Popgun-hall, Eiq; 


TOGETHER WITH 


Miſs PUD1ca's Senſe of the Word 


ECLAIRCISSEMENT, 
AND AN 


EPITHALAMIUM on her NUPTIALS, 
By Tom TENok, Clerk of the Pariſh. 
To the Tune of, Green grow the Rujhes o'. 


By WILLIAM HONEYCOMB, Eq; 


Another and another fill ſucceeds, 
And the laſt Fool's as welcome as the ſormer. 


RoWeE. 


A&idiculum acri 


_ 1 


Fortius ac melius. — 


LONDON: 
Printed for M. Coop ER, in Paten Nor Row, 
M. Dec. HIV. | 


——_— 1 


ky N — FR + uh 
8E us EE «1 0 
F Watts 


T HRE 


K 16 TO04YX 


O F 


PUDIC A 


7 
( the County of N-. This 
Gentleman lived in ſome Sort of 


A 2 pitality, 


op 8 Aa Neighbours generally calledhim, 
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pitality, and who, in the vulgar Phraſe, live 


well, and keep a good Houſe ; in which laſt Par- 


ticular Squire Bull was exceeded by very few, 
and his Character in hat Reſpect very well 
known all over the Country. 

He ſerved as High Sherift for the County 
with great Applauſe, and, it is ſaid, was com- 
plimented by the Judges for his ob/iging Ad- 
dreſs, and eaſy Carriage to them, and particular 
Reſpect he ſhewed the King's Commiſſion on 
that Occaſion. 

Squire Buli's Family was a very old one, 
and very numerous, and many of them are to 
be found in 4/0 Parts of the Kingdom to this 
Day. They were all Men of ſrong Heads, as 
has been obſerved of the Bulls in general, their 
chief Strength being thought to lie here, tho 
our 'Squire was in ſome Meaſure an Exception 
to this Rule, as his Neighbours were inclined 
to think his Head the weakeft Part about him: 
But be that as it will, his Family was never 
ſuſpected, and he was univerſally allowed to be 
as true a Bull as any in the Kingdom. 

As he was naturally of a warm Temper, and 
had a good deal of what is called Family Pride, 
a Paſſion little known in Town, or the polite 
World, but often to be met with in the Coun- 
try, he was frequently offended, and gene- 
rally expreſied his Reſentment at ſome certain 
Epithets that were beſtowed in common on his 
Relations, Who were no ways remarkable for 
their Humanity, which indeed was not the 
Favourite Virtue of our Squire; ſuch as, mad 


Bull, 
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Bull, roaring Bull, wild Bull, and the like; 


and was never better pleaſed than when he 
heard of a gentle Bull, which his Tenants, 
whoſe Intereſt it was to flatter him, never failed 
to ſtile any young Bull in the County that was 
not arrived to Maturity, and got into the right 
Family Way of kicking, ſpurning, and running 
his Head againſt every Man or Thing he met. 
As the 'Squire's Fortune was a little ſhattered, 
and his Eſtate deſcended to him not in the be/t 
Repair ; being, as it is commonly termed, 4 


little out of the Elbows, and doubting his own 


Capacity or Intereſt were not ſtrong enough to 
procure him the Great Seal, ſhould he follow 
the Profeſſion he was bred up in, that of the 
Law; he foreſaw there was no probabie Way 
to heal the old Breaches, but by marrying well, 
as it is called, and fo ſet about availing himſelf 
of a good Face, and a genteel Figure, in order 
to get ſome Mis with a large Fortune. He 
ſoon fixed his Eyes on the Daughter of an At- 
torney, a Sort of Money- getting Men this 
County is famous for, and has been ſo beyond 
the Memory of Man. Mr. Edmund Holdfaſt 
(for that was the Gentieman's Name) had ac- 
quired an immenſe Fortune, to the great Ad- 
vantage of the ſeveral Families he was con- 
cerned in, and by a long Courſe of Buſineſs 
knew Men and Money as well as any Lawyer 
alive; for which Reaſon, though the Offers of 
Squire Bull were extremely agreeable, as they 
flattered his Vanity in marrying his Daughter 
to a Gentleman, yet he was by no Means will- 
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ing the young Squire ſhould ſet his Papers, 
Notes, and Bonds a flying upon the Wings of the 
Wind, as was uſually the Caſe in early Mar- 
riages, becauſe he went to Bed to his Daughter, 
o took Care to tie him up in ſuch a Manner, 
that he ſhould have Power to 7ouch very little 
during his Life-time, and ſecured the reſt to 
his Children after his Deceaſe. a 

I ſhall juſt take Notice here, that it was upon 
this Settlement that Pudica, the Heroine of 
theſe Memoirs, and who was the only Child of 
Tom Bull, and Mary his Wife, became a Wo— 
man of ſuch expected Fortune. 

Theſe Preliminaries being fixed, and the 
neceſſary Time of Courtſhip expired, the uſual 
Paragraph, the common Harbinger of Nuptial 
Joys, at length appeared, inferming the admi- 
ring World, that on ſuch a Day Thomas Bull, 


©« of Ox-hall, Eſq; in the County of N—f—4, 


« was married to Miſs Mary Holdfaſt, only 
« Daughter of Mr. Edmund Holdfaft, an emi- 
ce nent Attorney in the City of N =, a young 
« Lady of great Beauty, Merit, and Fortune, 
« and every Accompliſhment requiſite to render 
t the Marriage-State happy.” 

After the Ceremonies, uſual on theſe Occa- 
ſions, were paſt, and the Bride had received 


and paid her Viſits in Form, and fhewed the 


ſame white Silk to all her Acquaintance, had 
been ſaluted, and joyed, and congratulated over 
and over again, and told every Day by her Fe- 
male Friends, © How very happy the muſt be, 
„inc their's was very well known to be a 


« Match 


71 
ce Match of Choice, and not of Intereſt, and 


% how very fond Mr. Bull appeared to be of 


« her,” the new-married Couple retired to 
Ox-hall, where they lived for many Years, and 
were little heard of till after the Deceaſe of 
Mr. Holdfaſt, who ſtill continued his Buſi- 
neſs with as great Aſſiduity as ever, and was 
every Day, as he termed it, faving for his 
Family, of which his Son-in-law was extremely 


ſenſible, and was only ſtarving all the Time of 


his Life. As it has been ſaid of Mr. Hold. 
faſt, that he new Mankind thoroughly, ſo he 
ſucceeded wonderfully well in adapting him- 
ſelf to all Tempers and Capacities ; and as he 
was ſenſible the World was governed more by 
Appearances than Realities, he ſet himſcif to 
ſtudy the former, and arrived at ſuch Perfection, 
that he entirely became any he thought proper 
to put on, and was in that Reſpect amongſt 
Men of Buſineſs, what Ariſtippus was ſaid 
formerly to be amongſt Courtiers and Pbilhſo- 
phers, whoſe Character is ſo finely and ſo fully 
drawn in one beautiful Line by Horace, 


« Omnts Ariſtippum decuit color, & ſtatus, & res. 


Our Attorney was not ignorant of his Pro- 


ficiency this Way, and uſed frequently to value 


himſelf upon it amongſt his more intimate 
Friends, ſaying, a Man was a Fool that did not 
know how to ſuit his Carriage, and even his 
Dreſs, to the Times and Perſons he had to deal 
with ; and frequently uſed to produce to' his 
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Company four ſeveral Hats, which he put on 
occaſionally, and had their ſeveral Names of a 


Whigs Hat, a Tory Hat, a Knave's Hat, and an 
Honeji Man's Hat, the laft of which is fre- 
ſerved in the Family to this Day, being very 


little the worſe for the Wear. It is kept as a 
Kind of Religue, though I have been told that 


| Fuſtice Bull has now and then been known to 
appear in it at a Quarter Seſſions. of the Peace ;. 
no Wonder then, that a Man of ſuch Skill, 


and ſuch Integrity, for he was egually as re- 
markable for one, as the other, ſhouid die in the 
Poſſeſſion of great Wealth, which was boarded 
up with the ſame Diligence it was acquired. 


Having thus. given my Reader a faint Idea 


of the Father and Grand-father of our He- 
roine, T ſhall detain him no longer from en- 
tering upon the Memoirs, or rather Amours of 
this Lady, than juſt, and that in as few Words 
as poſſible, to deſcribe to him the Mother, who 


was in the Main a good Sort of Woman, though 


not eltogether poſſeſſed of all the Accompliſh- 
ments given out in the Paragraph before-men- 
tioned. She was a good Miſtreſs to her Ser- 
vants, kept her Houſe and Dazry clean, fed her 
Fowls herſelf, paid her Waſher-women regularly, 
and ſometimes carried Miſs Pudica to drink Tea 
with them, which, as the Neighbours termed 
it, © argified no Pride at all, and ſhewed Ma- 
«« dam to be a /ow-minded Gentlewoman. Ina 
Word, ſhe was kind to the Tenants, gave 
Money ſometimes to the Poor, and attended the 
Lord's Service regularly on Sundays, in which 
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the Squire /e/dom failed to join her, and was in 
all Reſpects a plain good Country Houſerorfe, 
and an honeſt Church-going Woman. 

A little more than a Year after the Squire's 
Retirement to Ox-Hall, produced the incompa- 
rable MARIA Pupica, for ſo ſhe was chriſtened, 
though more frequently called afterwards Pu- 
dica; of whoſe Birth, Infancy, and Education, 
as having nothing very extraordinary in them, 
I ſhall take no further Notice than that, after 
having ſqualled out the uſual Time at the 
Nurſe's, ſucked Corals at Home, broke Rat- 
tles and Trumpets, Coaches and Carts, and eat 
Dirt and Gingerbread, rather longer than other 
Children .commonly do, ſhe was removed to 
a Boarding-School at N—w—b, where ſhe re- 
ſided many Years, and made no ſmall Improve- 
ment in the Arts ſhe was inſtructed in, particu- 
larly Mufick, in which ſhe excelled, and was 
looked upon as the S Harpfichord in the School; 
in other Things ſhe was neither ſuperior nor 
inferior to the other Miſes, was ſometimes 
chid, and ſometimes praiſed, and ſometimes 
whipped, but that was only for telling Fibs, as 
the young Ladies called it, a. Trick that her 
Miſtreſs, as I am informed, could never break her 
of, and for which I don't know whether ſhe 
was ſo much to blame, as it was a Famzily-fail- 
ing in ſome Meaſure, neither Father nor Mo- 
ther having ever been celebrated for the Strid- 
neſs of their Veracity ; and I cannot help agree- 


ing with Sir William . Temple, that ſome Follies 


and particular Turns of Mind in Children, may 
be 
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be as eaſily derived from their Parents as ſome Diſ- 
tempers of the Body are : I know of no certain 
Reaſon to the contary, and I am ſure Experince 
tells us, it is in Nature. She was ſometimes re- 
proved, indeed, for another Fault, but that was 
only at one Time in the Year, the buying of 
Fruit; for though Miſs was early obſerved to be 
of an avaricious Diſpoſition, taking after ber 
Grand-papa, as her School-fellows told her (an 


Inſtance of what was juſt now hinted,) yet her 


Miſtreſs complained of her laying out too much 
Money upon Thapes, as Miſs called Gooſeberries, 
after the Country Dialect ; and when aſked 
what ſhe had done with her Money, gave al- 
ways for Anſwer, © She had bought a few Thapes 
with it,” At this School, without any Thing 
more remarkable in her Education than what 
has been mentioned, Pudica continued till ſhe 
was near ſeventeen Years of Age, at which 
Time ſhe removed to an Aunt's, who was very 
rich, and from whom Squire Bull had great 
Expectations. 

It was at this /Era of Pudica's Age, a Time 
when Love begins to revel in the Female Breaſt, 
and young Women have other Deſires for going 


into Company, than merely to ſhew new Ribbons, 


and new Cloaths, that Dick MERRYFELLoOow 
returned to W ; he had been abroad for 
ſeveral Years, had made a Campaign or two in 
Flanders, and, as the Country People term it, 


©” travelled a good deal o ſee foreign Parts; but 


from a continued Series of Misfortunes and 
Diſappointments, and finding little FONT 
Pu Ra | : 
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of ſucceeding in the Army, he began to liſten to 
ſome Propoſals of entering into the Church: Theſe 
had been often made him, but he as often refuſed, 
generally giving for Anſwef, © That he thought 
« himſelf by no Means qualified for ſuch an 
« Undertaking,” and called to Mind the An- 
ſwer of Dr. Donne, (afterwards Dean of St. 
Pauls) which he is faid to have made to Mor- 
ton, Biſhop of Durham, who ſtrongly preſſed 
him to go into Orders, That ſome former 
« Irregularities of his Life had been too noto- 
«« rious, not to expoſe him to the Cenſure of the 
„ World, and perhaps —_ Diſhonour to the 
* ſacred Function; (the Doctor having been 
abroad in the Expedition of the Earl of Eſſex, 
againſt Cadiz and the Azorez Iſlands, and 
reſided ſeveral Years in Spain and Italy.) He 
continued in this Reſolution till the Year 1748, 
when having been taken Priſoner at Sea by a 
Privateer, and thereby prevented joining the 
Army, as a Volunteer, which was then afſem- 
bled near Maeſtricbt, under the Command of 
His Royal Highneſs the Dake of CUMBERLAanD, 
who was equally remarkable for rewarding his 
Volunteers, as well as leading them to Action; 
being plundered by the French Seamen, ſtript 
of all his Cloaths, carried to Dunkirh, and 
put into the common Jail there; returning to 
England from this Confinement, and in this 
Situation, now fully convinced that Fortune was 
not his Friend, and the Concluſion of the e 1c. 
following the Year after, he no longer heſi- 


tated 
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tated to comply with the repeated Inſtances of 
his Friends, and accordingly entered into Dea- 
con's Orders, in which he continued but a very 
little while, and further than which he never 
eee e in the Church. To this he had ſome 
retenſions, having had his Education at an 
Univerſity, from whence he brought away ſome 
Latin and Greek, though not a great deal of 
either. As to Divinity Matters, if not a per- 


feet Stranger to them, he was however, ſo'lit- 


tle ſuſpected of having made any great Ac- 
guaintance there, that it was a common Queſtion 
with his intimate Friends to aſk, whether. the 
Biſhop, who gave him Orders, examined him 


in the Bible, or Bland's Military Diſcipline. 


Upon his Return to N þ, he ſtood the Banter 
of his Acquaintance for ſome Time, being daily 
told“ How well he became his Sables, that Fa- 
ce pan had not altered him for the worſe, and 
e what a Pity it was, black Cloaths were onl 
ce wore in Mourning, ſome People looked fo well in 
ce them.” This laſt being always attended with 
a Concern for the Relation he had loſt, which 
it was to be hoped was no near one; each in his 
Turn verifying the Obſervation of Horace : 


dummodo riſum 
Excutiat fib:, non hic cutquam parcit amico. 


Among the reſt, Tom Templeman never failed 
to have his dry Saying, which was never taken 
ill by the young Deacon; Tom and be having 
always lived upon good Terms, and fo not will- 

ing 
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ing to break an old Friendſhip for a little Flight 
of extraordinary Humour. It was at this Gen- 
tleman's, at Breakfaſt, at which moſt of the 
young Folks in Town were invited, that Dick 
Merryfellow firſt ſaw Pudica. She Was then, as 
has been obſerved, in the 17th Year of her Age, 
was of a good Complexion and Size, not 700 
tall nor too fair, the Sun-deſcended Beauty- 
ſpots, which are only obſervable on fine Skins, 
did indeed, but not to ber Diſadvantage, appear 
a little diſperſed upon her Forehead ; her Hair 
was black, as were her Eyes; ſhe had ſuffered 
under that fatal Deſtroyer of lovely Faces, the 
Small-pox, but was not much the worſe for it ; 
for it is a known Property, and the only fa- 
vourable one in that Diſtemper, at leaſt as far 
as conſidered by the Ladies, That though it 
ſometimes takes away a little Beauty, yet it ge- 
nerally ſecures what remains, and renders it leſs 

liable to decay. 
After Breakfaſt was over, Dancing was pro- 
s and Dic Merryfellow having formerly 
earned upon the Flute Abroad, and was juſt able 


| to fret a Pipe, as Hamlet ſays, though not to 


play upon it, at the Requeſt of Tom Templeman, 
began a Minuet for the Diverſion of the Com- 
any. 

l Pudica danced in her Turn, but not ſo well 
as to be remarkably taken Notice of by Dick at 
that Time, whoſe Attention was chiefly fixed 
upon Canidia, a Lady hereafter to be mentioned, 
who, rather than not bew away, as the Girls 
called it, danced a Minuet with a Gentleman Ns 

$ 
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his Bots. Nothing particular occurred at this 
firſt Mecting of Dick Merryfellow and Pudica, 
or at leaſt that he obſerved, excepting that 
ſhe occaſionally addreſſed her Converſation 
to him, now and then fat by him on the 
Window, and talked to him of the Vind and 
Feather, and what a fine Day it was, as uſual 
amongſt fine Ladies; all which he imputed to 


her Politeneſs to him as a Stranger, and only 


thought of her as a wel/-bred Woman. The 
Company broke up, and Dick was univerſally 
complimented on his Inclination to oblige, tho 
not on his Play, which it muſt be confeſſed was 
not the moſt harmonious, 

A Lady thinking him a little mortified, and 
willing to ſay ſomething more than the reſt, 

came up to him with a Curteſy, and ſaid, Sir, 
« We are all extremely obliged to you and 
« the Men in particular, who are ſo fond of 
« Dancing now a-days, that if they can but 
« get any of us among them at any Time, 
« rather then ſet {till for want of Muſicꝶ, they 
« would call in the firſt Sowgelder that paſſed, 

« and dance to his Horn.” Dick thanked her 
for her Compliment, and told her, «© He was 
c extremely ſenfible of it, and that, indeed, he 
« had ſeldom been in any great Aſſembly of 
« Dancers, where he had not obſerved nan 

« Horm with this Difference only, That they 
« had been i in general procured by the Women, 
« and not the Men.“ 


A ew Days after this Breakfaſting at Tom Tem- 


pleman's followed an Aſſembly, which was ſup- 
ported 
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ported by a yearly Subſcription of the Gentle- 
men in and near N-—þ: Here it was that 
Dick Merryfellow firſt took. Notice of ſome- 
thing particular in the Behaviour of 'Pudica to 
him, or, as the Ladies Term it, a ſeeming Par- 
ang in his Favour: She accoſted him almoſt 
as ſoon as ſhe came into the Room, talked to 
him of the Breakfaſting at Tom Templeman's, 
« How obliging be was to divert them, though 
&« ſome of the Company were ill-natured enough to 
ay it was at his own Expence ; and ſhe ſhould 
© never 3 the ' Lady with her Sowgelder”s 
Horn an ; ſhe K at her Aſſurance 
« to affront a Gentleman that was a Stranger to 
« her; Dick told her, He had not taken it 
« in the leaſt ill; that he never looked upon any 
&« Thing as an Af ront from the Ladies, ads 
te were ſeldom * 0 ons any Thing that 
« could poſſibly burt, and were almoſt always in- 
nocent of any Intention to offend; that their 
« Expreſſions, indeed, were ſometimes liable to 
double Conſtrucrions, and occaſionally meant 
more than was thought on; ſo that what was 
« defigned as a Compliment, would now and then 
« be deemed a Reflection, a common Fault in 
Converſation, where more was often obſerved to 
4 come out of the Mouth, than ever entered into 
2 the Head; that this was rather truer of the 
Men than the W omen, who, for the moſt Part, 
4 are remarkable for thinking before they ſpeak. a 
Some Gentlemen coming up, interrupted all 
- | farther Converſation at this Time, and Dicł 
p a retired with one of them to the other End Fad 
| * 
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the Room, which was a very long one. He 
had not been a great while there, before, turn- 
ing round to ſpeak to a Lady, he ſaw Pudica 
ſtanding by him. This ſtruck him a little, and 
willing to try if it was Accident or Deſign that 
brought her there, took an Opportunity ſoon after 
of returning to the Place he came from ; in a few 
Minutes Pudica was there too. Men have Eyes 
that quickly diſtinguiſh the leaſt Appearance of 
a Lady's Inclinations, and are ſometimes, apt 
to ground too much upon it: Dick was ſenſible of 
this, and fearing his Vanity, (for he was natu- 
rally very vain) might lead him into an Error, 
already perceiving an odd Kind of Fluttering in 
his Breaſt, determined to be convinced farther, 
before he indulged a Thought ſo pleaſing : Ac- 
cordingly, removing from her, and joining other 
Company, he occaſionally traverſed the Room 
three or four ſeveral Times, and was as con- 


flantly followed by Pudica, ſeldom ſtopping 4 


Moment in any Place, without obſerving her to /top 
a Moment too. Being now aſſured that he could 
not be indebted to Chance for all this, he failed 
not to take all Opportunities of addreſſing himſelf 
to her the remaining Part of the Evening, and 
what with a little Flattery, and a good deal of Talk, 
ſome Scandal on the Women ſhe profeſſed not 
to like, and civil Things ſaid on thoſe ſhe did, 
with many Compliments on her own Perſon, 
and particularly her Underſtanding, which he 
ſoon found ſhe rather choſe to be commended 
for, being very ſenſible, he ſo far improved the 
Minutes that growing Love had taught them 

both 
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both to ſteal amidſt the Hurry of the Dance, 
and Inattention of the Dancers, that he began 
to form Ideas to himſelf of future Joys, fill 
then beyond bis Wiſbes, and when the Ball was 
upon him as ſhe left the Room, in all the Tran- 
ſports of a raviſhed Lover. Dick Merryfellow 
was now in the 26th Year of his Age; and as 
the Reader may expect ſome Deſcription of 
him and his Perſon, I ſhall give it in as few 
Words as I can. He was not the Ingenui vultls 
puer, ingenuique pudoris of the Latins, nor the 
jeune Homme d Eſprit of the French, though 
not remarkably deficient in either Figure or 
Senſe; he was far from being genteel, yet, as he 
had been uſed to a great deal of Company, was 
not very aukward; his Friends never thought 
him a Fool, though he was ſeldom heard to ſay 
any Thing very clever, and when he did, it was 
always attended with a Laugh from himſelf firſt. 
His Perſon was rather tall, and thin, his Legs 
long and ſlender, the latter were often Subjects 
of Ridicule amongſt his Acquaintance; and to 
ſay the Truth, were but rwe poor Sticks indeed; 
I have been told that it was owing to the fre- 
quent obſerving of theſe, that PuSice firſt con- 
ceived a Diſguſt to him, as ſhe was heard to ſay 
in the Beginning of her Coolneſs, „ The Man 
« was well enough, if it was not for his Legs.” 
His Hair was of a Colour that was a favourite 
one of the Ancients, though I cannot ſay the 
Moderns have Taſte enough to admire it; it was 


by them eſteemed a Mark of Beauty, Homer's 
B Helen 


over, _ from Pudica, who kindly ſmiled 


new 
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Helen was a Xpuooxopn, and the Aurea Ceſaries 


and Flavi Capilli among the Romans, ever men- 
tioned with Reſpect, and applied to admired 
Men and Women, are Inſtances too well known 
to be repeated here; indeed Horace has. ſaid 


ſomething in Praiſe of black Hair and black 


Eyes, 
Spectanaum nigris Oculis nigroque Capillo, 


But he might be a Man of a particular Fancy, 
and there's no accounting for that. If the 
Lover's Hair was of a Colour in Eſteem with 
the celebrated Greek Writer juſt mentioned, ſo 
has he paid no little Compliment to his Miſtreſs's 
Eyes, for in the awful Deſcription he makes of 
Juno, the Queen of Heaven, the Wife and 
Siſter of the Thundering Jove, he calls her, 


Bownic rr, 'H pu, 


And Pudica, though her Eyes were rather 
ſmall, yet ſtill might with ſome Propriety be 
called a Bowni, His Complexion was fair, and 
he wanted not to be told of it, being very fond 
of his own pretty Face, and often laughed at 
by his Friends for running up 0 4 Glaſs as ſoon 
as he came into a Room, I believe by this 
Time my Reader has a tolerable Gueſs what 
Kind of Fellow he was; ſo ſhall only add a Word 
or two as to his Dreſs, in which, though confined 
to the ſame Colours, he contrived to diſtinguiſh 
himſelf from his n Bretbren, and by 


the 
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the Help of a good Quantity of Powder, and 
not wearing a Shirt above three Days, was ge- 
nerally ſmarter than the reſt of them, and this 

ined him no Good-will among the graver Sort, 
Who uſed to make a great Joke of his ſpruce 
Coat, and plaiſtered Curis, and were often heard 
to ſay, «© What a 7e/amy Parſon we have got 
% among us! a pretty Sprig of Divinity this!“ 
with other the like Expreſſions of ſevere Wit 
and Humour, Talents the Clergy are generally 
found to excellin. 
A weekly Concert gave Dic the next Op- 
portunity of ſeeing his adorable Pudica, who 
was now a little in Dzdo's Situation: 


Eſt mollis lamma medullas | 
Interea, ac tacitum vivit ſubpectore vulnus, 


5 As for Dick he was all Flame and Fire, and his | 
9 Friends began to fear he would go out of his | 
1 Mind for her, as they ſay in the Country, of a | 


Man likely to loſe his Senſes for a Woman : 
The Arrangement of the Ladies in the Concert- 
Room being ill contrived, and not at all favour- 
able to Nymphs and Swarns, as the former fat 
in Rows together, and the latter ſtood, Duck 
was debarred all Converſe with his Miſtreſs, 
and could only zh at a Diſtance, and tell the 
| fond Story of his Heart, by Eyes for ever fixed 
on the dear Object of his MWiſbes; ſhe perceived 
him, and now and then, with Looks molt lan- 
guiſhingly ſweet, ſmzled inexpreſſible Tenderneſs; 
the Concert ended, Dzck wanted to conduct her 
- i Ho to 
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to wat mph: Chariot, who was a Character rare- 
ly to be met with, that of a good-natured old 
Maid, and was her Aunt; there preſſing her 
Hand in all the Gentleneſs of Love, he felt, or 
thought he felt, the ſoft Return again, ſo retiring 
from her with a Glance of the moſt ardent Af- 
fection, he rejoined the Company in high Spirits, 
and being admitted into a Party of Swans, who 
were going to a Tavern to drink Succeſs to Love, 
and their reſpective Nymphs, went with them, 
and in his Turn failed not to crown fix Glaſſes 
to his dear Pudica, each Man drinking the 
Health of his favourite Girl, in as many Glaſſes 
25 ſhe had Letters in her Name, a Cuſtom amon 

the Romans formerly, and revived by the no lets 


paſſionate Sighers of this Day, 
Nevia ſex Cyathis, feptem Fuſtina bibatur. 


Next Morning, or as Virgil after the Manner 
of Poets expreſles it, 


T1THONI croceum linquens AURORA cubile, 


When Aurora had left Tithon in his yellow Bed, 
which Epithet has occaſionally given me ſome 
Offence, (as to Women of Learning, with 
which fis Age abounds, it might convey an 
indelicate Idea of the Lady or the Gentleman, 
next Morning paſſing by the Window of his 
Mirror of all Beauty, (as he ſeldom failed to do 
aiterwards three or four Times a Day,) Dick 


Merryfellow was bleſſed with a Sight of all that 
| charmed 
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charmed him, his Pudica ; ſhe was up, and lovely 
as AURORA zuft deſcribed ; he bowed as he paſſed, 
and received a gracious Smile and Nod in Re- 
turn, ſo went forward to make a Viſit at ſome 
Diſtance. Pudica, who knew his Haunts and his 
Acquaintance, was ſoon at the ſame Houſe, 
and here the ſmothered Paſſion could no longer 
be concealed, but diſcovered itſelf in ſuch Looks, 
and Words, and Actions, as a little alarmed the 
Lady, under Pretence of a Viſit to whom Pu- 
dica came, who as ſoon as ſhe was gone, taxed 
Dick with having made an Appointment to meet 
there, and expreſſed ſome Reſentment at it; 
but he declaring upon his Honour he knew 
nothing of her coming, and would never de- 
Jignedly ſee her there again, ſhe was pacified. 

From this Time Pudica and Dick were ſel- 
dom aſunder, where the Opportunities of Plays, 
Viſits, or Morning Walls would give Leave, at 
all which Times Pudica and he were Tete-a- 
tẽte. Sometimes he went to ſee her at Griſelda's, 
who ever received him with Civility and Polite- 
neſs, but this not often, as Pudica rather choſe 
to meet him in Ch——/ F——&2;, a Place pret- 
tily adorned with young Trees, at the Expence 
of Tom Templeman, and for which he will per- 
haps receive more Thanks from future Beaux 
and Belles, than thoſe of the preſent Age, who 
are a little wngrateful to him, but it is the 
Way of the World, 


Virtutem incolumem odimus, 
Sublatam ex oculis querimus invidi. 


B 3 This 
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This Place will in a few Years moſt probably 
be the Mall of NA. | 

Things were in this Situation, and Dzc& in the 
high Road to Happineſs as he thought, being 
ſatisfied of the Sincerity of his Miſtreſs's Affec- 
tion, and not doubting her Ræſolution to under- 
take any Meaſures that tended to promote their 
mutual Expectations, when Fortune, his old 
Friend, contrived to defeat him in all his pro- 
miſed Joys. This was her uſual Trick, havin 
often prevented his Succeſs when his Hopes 
moſt flattered him, by ſome untoward Accident, 
and blaſted all his Views and Deſigns, when 
neareſt the Height and Summit of Enjoyment, 


ſo that he might be ſaid in ſome Meaſure to be 
like the Stone of Sihpbus, 


— GAN ore ANN 
e * 5 » . 
"AKPON UTtpCaxtuy, Tor aroppeack Kearais, 
*AuTi5 enuTa® edo Ranivdero Nang avaidyc- 


Opyss. L. II. 


Squire Bull returned to A 5 from attend- 
ing the Judge of the Circuit, being at that 
Time High-Sherift of the County, and as our 
Lovers had been à little too publick, and un- 
guarded in the Expreſſions of their Paſſion for 
each other, there were not wanting People to 
tell him Miſs Pudica's Story, which was gene- 
rally done to Advantage; Billy Tweed, the Sur- 
geon, near the Cathedral-Gate, was one of the 
firſt to aſſure him, „That if he did not take 
Care, that Prig of a Parſen would run awa 


i Wit! 
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ce with his Daughter; that it was plain to every 
« Body, how fond ſhe was of him; that ſhe 
« was never at a Play, but he was always by her, 
« with her Hand in bis; and that when] he 
« was at a Diſtance any where, and could not 
ce get nigh her, ſhe could not keep her Eyes 
« off of bim; and that whenever they walked 
*in Ch—— F——&s together, which was al- 
« moſt every Day, his Hand and Arm were 
© always round her Waiſt; with many Fal/- 
« hoods of the ſame Nature.” 

This Tale had not the Effect at that Time 
on the "Squire as was expected, for he looked 
upon Billh Tweed as an old Woman; and it was 
not obſerved to take any great Poſſeſſion of his 
Mind, till improved and confirmed afterwards 
by Canidia; ſo he gave Billy the Hearing, and 
diſmiſſed him by telling him, „The Parſon 
« might run away with Miſs, if he liked it, but 
te if he did, he would aſſure them, they ſhould 
ec both flarve; that he knew what it was to be 
te farved himſelf, and he would farve them.“ 
This Expreſſion of the Sguire's made me be- 
lieve he had once /earned Latin, and it is pro- 
bable he might have been at the PFree-Schoo!, 
it being a near Alluſion, if not a /iteral Tran- 
ſation of that celebrated Line in Virgil, 


Non ignara mali miſeris ſuccurrere diſco. 


The *Squzre took no farther Notice to Pudica 
of all his Informations, than jeering her a little 
on being a Parſon's Wife, And how ſhe ſhould 
| B 4 « likc 
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ce like to live at the Parſonage at Ox-Town; that 
© he approved her Flame mightily; and that Dick 
« Merryfellow was a pretty Fellow, that he had 
&« a Living or two beſides Ox-Town at her Ser- 
« vice; and aſſured her, when they were ſettled, he 
ce would never cheat them of a Tithe-Pig, tho 
* he made a /:zfle free in that Particular with 
te his preſent Parſon; that he did not doubt of 
c having a numerous Race of Grand- children, 
« for Clergymens Wives were generally obſerved 
te to be good Breeders; with many other Plea- 
ſantries of the like Nature, which Pudica never 
failed to repeat to Dzck at their next Meeting. 

But it is Time I ſhould make the Reader ac- 
quainted with the Character of Canidia, who 
was in a great Meaſure the Ruin of every Fa- 
brick Love had raiſed, and was the cruel In- 
ſtrument to break thoſe Bonds of mutual Aﬀec- 
tion, by which our Swain and Nymph ſeemed 
to all Appearance ſo inviolably united. As 
Good-nature was the diſtinguiſhing Characteriſ- 
tick of this Lady, the Reader will perhaps won- 
der, as many others did, how ſhe became fo 
inveterate to Dick, who even among his Ene- 
mies, of whom he had but few at 2 
was generally ſpoke of in the Light of as good- 
natured a Fellow as ever was born. 

Canidia was the Daughter of Jacob Bullet of 
Loggerbead-Hall, Eſq; not far from N 53 
ſhe was now in the zoth Year of her Age, tho 
ſhe ſeldom owned more than #wenty-five to her 
Male Viſitants. She was tall, genteel, and very 
graceful in all her Motions, her Complexion 


fair 
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fair to an uncommon Degree, her Eyes very large, 
her Neck beautifully rounded, and of the Hue 
of Alabaſter. 
This was a Secret, however, to all but her 
Female Acquaintance, as ſhe carefully concealed 
4 thoſe Charms with Handkerchiefs and other un- 
: friendly Covertures. A wonderful Softneſs ap- 
peared in all her Looks, and, indeed, in all her 
4 Words, her Action juſt, her Expreſſion gentle, 
* ſweet as her very Breath, for which the was as 
remarkable as the illuſtrious Roman of the ſame 
Name, | 


— ut 
CANIDIA afflaſſet, pejor ſerpentibus Afris. 


But it is not the Graces of her Perſon I mean to 
deſcribe, they are ſufficiently known, and long 
fince recommended to the Notice, and made 
her happy in the Poſſeſſion of Billy Popple, who 
fell in Love with her, and ſome ſay died for Love 
of her even after Marriage. This I believe to be 
a little fabulous by the unwarrantable Neglect of 
her, that appeared in his 44/ Will. It is her 
Mind 1 ſhall confine my Pen to, that Mind, 
which was, indeed, another Inſtance of that 
lovely Faſhion ſo ſweetly painted by Mr. Ln. 


« Her Mind was Virtue by the Graces dreſt.“ 


It was in that ſhe ſhone, that rigid Foe to 
Malice, Scandal, and Detraction, that Breaſt 
which Truth and Tenderneſs could only enter, 

£167.15: =."NON 
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that Boſom overflowing with the Milk of Human 


" Kindneſs. 


As Actions ſpeak for themſelves, and are 
ſtronger than all Words, I ſhall give the Reader 
an Inſtance, to how great a Degree an Act of 
only intended Cruelty was capable of affecting 
the melting Heart of the Humane Canidia. 

Some Miſcreant had wrote, and ſent an 
anonymous Letter to the Lady of a worthy 
Clergyman, who was at that Time very big with 
Child; accuſing her Huſband of known Gallan- 
tries with many of her Sex, and tending to 
raiſe a Jealouſy and Difference between them; 
the cruel Author was moſt happily diſappointed 
in every Expectation of Miſchief; the Lady 
received it in her Huſband's Preſence, and that 
of other Company, one Afternoon at Tea, It 
is true, ſhe read it with a viſible Diſcompoſure, 
her Condition rendering her more ſuſceptible of 
ſudden Alarms, otherwiſe a Woman of great 
Evenneſs and Serenity of Mind. Her Huſband 
took Notice of it, and begged to ſee the Letter, 
and, to his great Aſtoniſhment, read the villainous 
Contents, rg to himſelf, and then to the Com- 
pany. The Spirits of Ladies are perhaps more 
delicate than uſual in Times of Pregnancy, and 
though ſhe entertained no Suſpicion from this 
Letter of her Huſband's Integrity or Virtue; ! 
yet the Surprize was too great to be got over 
immediately, and it was not till ſome Days af- 
ter that ſhe perfectly recovered it, during which 
Time her Friends and Huſband were in hourly 
Pain left the ſhould miſcarry, This _y 

when 
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when reported to the Publick, was received with 
a Horror, Inhumanity only knows how to in- 
ſpire, every Tongue was full of the Letter, every 
Converſation abounded with Deteſtations of the 
vile Head, and viler Heart, that were capable 
of Inditing it. Though wrote in a Woman's 
Hand, no Body ſuſpected a Woman to be the 
Author, as ſuch an one muſt have been totally 
loſt to all the Feelings of her Sex, and aban- 
doned beyond Conception, before ſhe had at- 
tempted it. But, how ſhall I expreſs the Rage, 
the Agony of the diſtreſſed Canidia, when fir/t 
ſhe heard the Story, was told its Conſequences, 
with the common Cenſures of the Town upon it; 
ſhe reddened, ſhe bit her Lips, ſhe ſighed, ſhe 
fainted, again and again recalled to Life, again 
and again ſhe died away, with all the Marks of 
undiſſembled Fury, and Heart-diſtracting An- 
guiſb. Such Tempeſts in ſo t a Boſom was 
every Af of Cruelty, though foreign to herſelf, 
for ever known to raiſe ; on all other Occaſions, 


ſuch as thoſe of Mercy and Benevolence, Canidia's 


Breaſt was calm and ſerene as the unruffled Sea. 
Sure enough it was a moſt unhappy Circum- 
ſtance to a young Lover, to find a Woman, 
endued with ſuch «uncommon Accompliſhments, 
and ſo ſweet a Diſpoſition, his declared Enemy; 
Dick ſtrove all Ways to learn the Secret of her 
Reſentment, and to know the Provocation, but 
all to no Purpoſe. Some fancied it was owing 
to his keeping Company ſo much with the 
Officers, from whom ſhe and her Brother, Coun- 
fellor Bullet, had received ſome little Affronts 


in 


1283 
in the Protection of an injured Lady, who had 
been inſulted by ſome of the Military at a pub- 
lick Aſſembly; indeed it was ſaid, that one of 
them pit in the Counſellor's Face; another trod 
a little rudely upon his Toes; and a third drew 
out a Chair, and placed it oppoſite Canidia for 
a Partner for her: But as Dick Merryfellow 
was preſent at none of theſe Broils, it was not 
to be believed a Woman, of Canidia's Religion 
and Virtue, would take Occaſion, from the Vio- 
lence of the Army, to diſturb the Peace of the 
Church. Others took it into their Heads to jma- 
ine Canidia had a Liking for the Parſon her- 
15 and therefore turned his Enemy with Squire 
Bull, as knowing there could be no Hope for 
ber, as long as he had any Connection with 
Pudica; and as it is no uncommon Thing for 
a Lady greatly and frequently to abuſe the Ob- 
ject of her Paſſion, perhaps it was from this the 
Suſpicion firſt took Place: And ſuppoſing it to 
be Fact, it is very eaſy to unravel the reſt, 
and rationally account for all the Prejudice ſhe 
did him, for jealous Love has been known to 
overturn the greateſt Virtues, and where it takes 
Poſſeſſion, makes dreadful Havock even in the 
nobleſt Minds. From one or other, or from 
whatever Cauſe it was, Canidia became fo in- 
veterate a Foe to the unhappy Lover, certain 
it is, her Reſentment was very fatal to him, for 
ſhe never left perſecuting Sguire Bull with 
Stories of his Daughter and Dick, till he began 
to believe all that Bzlly Tweed had told him; 
and fearing Pudica, now all was out, would 
; concert 
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concert with her Lover ſome Meaſures for their 
Eſcape, as was expected by all their Friends, 
ſuddenly conveyed her to Ox-Hall, where he 
kept her immured till the Summer Aſſixes, that 
were held at NYπι h the Augnft following. 
During Pudica's Stay in the Country, there 
were not wanting People, at the Inſtigation of 
Canidia, who were continually venting in her 
Preſence ſome idle Tale or other to the Diſad- 


vantage of her Lover; his Bottle-Prolicks, his 


Amours (for he had been gay) were ever the 
Subjects of Converſation before her,. and every 
Thing elſe that could tend to diminiſh or wean 
her Aﬀection from him, was talked to her from 
Morn to Eve: In a Word, their Attacks were 
ſo frequent, and fo well carried on, that what 
from the Abſence of her Lover, or Hopes of a 
Releaſe from Confinement if the turned Rene- 
gado, or the natural Unſteadineſs of her own 
Temper, they were at laſt crowned with Succeſs, 
and Miſs began to attempt forgetting her Paſſion, 
and to reconcile her Heart to the Loſs of her 
Swain, in which a few Weeks enabled her to 
make a perfect Conqueſt as ſhe then thought; 
ſo that at her Return to N= at the Aſfzes, 
when Dick Merryfellow addrefled her as uſual, 
endeavouring to revive her Love, ſhe gave him 
his Diſmiſſion the firſt Day as he ſtopped her 
in a Street, and fairly told him, “ She had 0“ 
« thing to ſay to him, and begged he would 
ce never ſpeak to her again.” Dick made her a 
low Bow, and promiſed her, © he never would 
« be the firſt to begin a Converſation again, " 
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« he could not recollect he often had been, fo 
went his Way muſing on the 


Varium et mutabile ſemper 
Femina, 


now and then thought on Shakeſpear's, 


e Frailty, thy Name is Woman,” 


then with a Mixture of Reſentment and Philo- 
ſophy retired to his Lodgings, and began a'Ser- 
mon on the Vanity of all human Eupectatios. 
From this Time to the zoth of October fol- 
lowing, though Dick and Pudica often met, 
he kept his Word, and never ſpoke to her; 
ſhe would now and then give him ſome Looks, 
that ſeemed to intimate, ſhe ſhould not be very 
angry if he did, but Dick took no Notice of 
either hem or her. On the Zoth of October, 
being the King's Birth-day, and the Officers 
quartered in the City giving an Entertainment 
on that Occaſion, Dick Merryfellow was invited 
with other Gentlemen by the Colonel to dine 
with them, and after Dinner, the Bottle flying 
about very quick, with many Bumpers to the 
Royal Family, ſoon after thoſe were drank, 
Dick finding a few more would ſet his weak 
Head a dancing, aſked Mr. Littlefiſh, who fat 
next him, if he thought his Lady was at Home, | 
and if ſhe was, he would retire for an Hour 
or two and drink Tea with her; Jaac, who 
was all Good-nature, told him, „He believed 
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« ſhe was, and offered to go with him, but 


this the Officers would not permit; they ſaid, 


there was an Excuſe jor Dick, but none for him, 
ſo would not let him go, for Iſaac was a great 
Favourite with them, and indeed with every 
Body, being a Man of an open, generous Heart, 
though extremely ſubject to Paſſion, except 
when at Cards, at which Time he bore ill For- 
tune with a remarkable Serenity of Mind; be- 
ing in this Reſpect the Reverſe of a very great 
Character, a noble Lord, who on all other Oc- 
caſions, whether acting in the Quality of Se- 
nator, Stateſman, Ae or at the Head 
of Armies, was for ever diſtinguiſhed for his 
Coolneſs and equal Temper, but at Whi/t was 
occaſionally ſo ruifled, and became ſo touchy, 


that he has been known to guarrel even with 


Women, it the Cards went againſt him; in other 
Reſpects, the beſt bred Man alive. 

From the K:ng's Head (the Tavern the Com- 
pany was oy away went Dick, and found Mrs. 
Littleſiſb at Home. I mult acquaint the Reader, 
that this Lady's Houſe was almoſt the next to 
"Squire Bull's Town-houſe, and that Dick ſaw 
Pudica at the Window, as he paſſed. He was 
hardly fat down before another Rap was heard 
at the Door, and to the Aſtoniſhment of Mrs. 
Litthfiſh and Dick, in enters Miſs. Every Body 
was in ſome Confuſion, but down fits Miſs, 
and ſoon after propoſed a Game at Whijt, and 
ſaid ſhe would have Mr. Merryfellow jr her 
Partner. Mrs. Littlefpſh, who was a Lady of 
great good Senſe, and great good Breeding, 

was 
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was ſtrangely diſtreſſed upon this Propoſal, and 
indeed had a difficult Part to act, being an in- 
timate Acquaintance in both Families, and not 
willing to affront either Pudica or Mr. Merry- 


fellow, and yet was ſenſible it was not to her 


Advantage they ſhould be known to have met 
at her Houſe, and that the World, or at leaſt 
Squire Bull, would never believe that ſhe and 
Mr. Merryfellow were Strangers to his Daughter's 
Intentions, and that it was a Vit neither ex- 
pected nor defired by either of them. Dick ob- 
ſerving the Diſorder this Motion occaſioned in 
Mrs. Littleſiſb', was for evading it, and pro- 
poſed Tea; but Pudica ſaying, They could 
« drink Tea as they played,” Mrs. Littlęſſb 
ſaw there was no avoiding it, and ordered the 
Cards in great Confuſion. During the Rubber, 
Pudica ſeemed more attentive to her Partner 
than the Game, and was continually aſking him 
Queſtions of one Sort or other, often lament- 
ing, «© How dull her Time was to her in the 
« Country, and wiſhing ſhe underſtood the 
Game of Whiſt better, which might divert 
ce her now and then, and ſhould be obliged to 
« Mr. Merryfellow to inſtruct her; Dick told 
her, „He knew very little of the Matter, and 
« was but an indifferent Player himſelf, but 
ce that he had HovLE's Treatiſe on that Game 
ce at his Lodgings, and would make her a Pre- 
« ſent of it.” She thanked him, and ſaid, 
« She would be obliged to him, to give it her 
« the next Day; which he accordingly did. 
As ſoon as the Rubber was up, Dick ſeeing 
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Mrs. Z:ttlefiſh uneaſy ſtill, took his Hat, and his 
Leave of the Ladies, and rejoined the Com- 
pany at the King's Head. £8 

As he retired Home in the Evening, he be- 
gan to think of his Afternoon's Adventure, and 
upon running over in his Mind the ſeveral 
Circumſtances of Pudica's Behaviour and Con- 
verſation, it appeared to him, ſhe was coming 
about again, as the Sailors term it; however, 
as he had been little leſs than zi/ted by her once 
already, he determined not to give her an Op- 
portunity of doing it again, and as he was to 
preſent her with HoyLe's Treatiſe af her own 
Defſire, the next Morning, he wrote a Letter, 
and incloſed it in the Book, defiring to know 
her Intentions, and that ſhe would come to an 
ECLAIRCISSEMENT. This Letter got into the 
Father's Hand, how, or which Way, I cannot 
tell, as Dich delivered the Book, containing it, 
into her own Hands himſelf; but that the Squire 
had it, is very certain, and bringing it with him 
to Nh, expoſed it to his Acquaintance, well 
knowing how much more ridiculous it would 
make Dick appear than his Daughter. 

As I have profeſſed myſelf in the Dark as 
to this Tranſaction,” I can only give the Reader 
the common Denouement of this Affair, and 
which was generally received, though I have 
heard Dick Merryfellow has often denied, there 
was any ſuch Word as Eclairciſſement in the 
Letter. | 

This cruel Word, as the Story goes, popped 
all at once upon Miſs Pudica, who not know- 


ing 
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ing what to make of it, began to conſider 
what it could poſſibly mean; Firſt, she 
te thought it was a naughty Word, and as ſhe 
© knew her Lover to be a little roll ſometimes, 
% fancied it meant Smut; another while ſhe 
© took it to be ſome foreign Trinket, that he 
« might have picked up in his Travels Abroad, 
«© and had a Mind to make her a Preſent of; 7 
and laſtly, « She thought it might be the Name 
« of ſome great. Town, or great Gun in Flan- 
& ders. ” Determined to be convinced, ſhe ap- 

ied to her Father for Satisfaction; the Sguire, 

it is ſaid, was as much puzzled as his Daughter, 
and to avoid giving her a direct Anſwer, aſked 
her, Where ſhe happened on the Word?“ 
« I ſee it in a Book, Papa, ſays Miſs.” Ves 
1 Child, replied the 2 25 I don't ſuppoſe 
te you ſee it upon the Cieling; in what Book 
&« did you ſee it? Indeed I don't know the 
* Name of the Book, Papa, fays Miſs again.“ 
«, Prithee fetch me the Book, Huſy, cries the 
e ?PSquire, and none of your Nonſenſe,” and put- 
ting on a ſurly Look, which the Family of the 
Bulls are remarkable for, ſo terrified Pudica, 
that ſhe pulled out the fatal Meſſenger, poor 
Hoyle, who little thought, when he wrote the 
Treatiſe, of being called upon to explain a Dif- 
ficulty of this Nature, and gave Book, and Let- 
ter, and all- to her Father. | 
So ended. this unhappy Amour; the Squire 
immediately returned to his old Cuſtom of ſhut- 
ting up Miſs at Ox-Hall, and Dick Merry fellow, 
as the Affair became ſoon Publick, to avoid imper- 
tment 
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tinent Queſtions about it, retired to his Friend 
Frank Spixworth's, a entleman who lived in the 


Neighbourhood of N h, and who had mar- 
ried one of the greateſt Beauties of the Age, 
(but Beauty was the leaſt Accompliſhment of 
that Lady.) Frank Spixworth and Dick were 
Cotemporaries at Cambridge, and had been very 
intimate ever ſince. He had a very genteel Houſe 
and Park, and a fine Eſtate, within very few 
Miles of the City, and lived very handſomely, 
and much reſpected. Indeed he had one Fault, 
if it can he called fo, be could not bear a Pun, 
which made Dick, who was often guilty of 
Punning, at other Times, very reſerved in that 
Particular, when he went to ſee his Friend. In 
other Reſpects he was the beſt-natured Creature 
breathing, and beloved by all his Acquaintance: 
He found the ?Squire and Mrs. Sprxworth at 
Home, with two very agreeable young Ladies, 
a Siſter of his and her's; here he propoſed 
paſſing a few happy Days, as, indeed, I have 
been told that Dick has often been heard to ſay, 
ſome of the happieſt he ever paſſed in all his 
Life, were in this Family, As an additional 
Pleaſure, and a very great one it was, the 'Squire 
told him ſoon after he came in, that the next 
Day he expected Sir E. i Biz of 
Gellingb-m, who was likewiſe their Co- tempo- 
rary at College, and with whom they had lived 
in great Friendſhip from that Time. Dick 
ſeemed a little melancholy at Dinner, thinking, 
I ſuppoſe, upon his /ate Amour ; but from this 
he was ſoon relieved by the lively Conver — 2 | 
5 7 C 2 
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of Jack Friendly, who came to dine with the 
'Squire the ſame Day; a Clergyman of great 
Wit and Humour, and who underſtood Raillery 
ſo well, that I ſhall, without any ſcruple, apply 
to him what was ſaid of Horace by Perſeus, 


Omne vafer vitium ridenti FLAccus Amico 
Tangit, & admiſſus circum præcordia ludit. 
8 ac. 

The next Day Sir E. WY as expected, 
arrived at the 'Squire's. As theſe three Friends 
had not met together for ſome Time, it is eaſy 
to be imagined their Joy at ſeeing each other 
again was very great, and the warmeſt Expreſ- 
ſions of Sincerity and Affection mutually re- 
ceived, and returned between them. 

A Fortnight ſoon ſlipped away in ſuch agree- 
able Company, every Body pleaſed and happy, 
Ladies as well as Gentlemen, all merry and gay 
alike, as it was impoſſible to be otherwiſe 
wherever Sir E d was, whoſe Converſation 
E Life and Spirit to all who enjoyed it. Dieł 

ad recovered his uſual Chearfulneſs, and en- 
tirely forgot his Miſtreſs. They parted ſoon 
after, little dreaming that this was to be the 
laſt Meeting of this Triumvirate of Friends ; 
but alas! to the inexpreſſible Grief of the two 
Survivors, Sir &—d a few Months after go- 
ing up to London, caught the Small-pox on his 
Arrival, and died in a very few Days, univerſally 
lamented, $7 

Sir Z B——3, was at the Time of his 
Neath in the 24th or 25th Year of his Age, his 

Perion 


- 
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Perſon remarkably handſome and genteel, his 
Addreſs uncommonly eaſy and engaging, his 
Complexion very fair, and a Smile particularly 
winning, and that never failed to charm wher- 
ever it was beſtowed ; he was a polite Scholar, 
and a fine Gentieman ; of great Honour, con- 
ſtant in Friendſhip, and ſincere in the Profeſ- 
ſions of it; above Diſſimulation of every Kind, 
of unaffected Virtue, and irreproachable Inte- 
grity. He was the Joy and Delight of all who 
knew him, no one but found himſelf the hap- 
pier, many the better for his Company, his Con- 
verſation being ever entertaining, and often very 
improving: In a Word, he was the Darling of 
the Country he lived in, and was that amiable 
Character, ſo ſeldom known in the World, a 
Man of whom all other Men ſpoke well. 


Gratior & pulchro veniens in corpore virtus. 

| N 1c 
The News of his Death was ſoon at N——þ; 
he was ſincerely lamented by his Friends, Frank 
Spixworth and Dick Merryfellow, the latter of 


whom ſoon after wrote the following Epitaph 
to his Memory. | 
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Epmunpus Bacon BARON ULus, 
Evi Flos & Decus Sui, 
A. M. n. 
Claruit. 
At. A. 

Variolis correptus Occubuit. 
Flevit SoRoR, optima, pulcherrima, 
De die in diem Amici 
Extinctum plorant, 

Flet Soror, Flent Amici, 

At Mater Ol ----------=-- 


See ! Mortal, where yon hallow'd Tapers burn, 
Another Bacon bearing to his Urn; 3 
Born with all Charms, and bleſt with every Art 1 
To win, to warm, to captivate the Heart : I 
The Joys of VIRTvE all the Joys he knew, 4 
'Tho' brave, and fair, and gay, and young as 
ou; 
To ſooth Affliction, or to ſoften Pain, 
He never ſpoke, nor ever look'd in vain. 
Love's ſweeteſt SMILES fate blooming on his 4 
Brow, | 
GRACEFUL in all he did, as thou art now : 
Love's ſweeteſt SMILEs, alas! too weak to ſave 
See! doom'd, like thee, and Victims to the 
Grave ; 
Yet ſhall he live, grim TyRANT, and de 
; Thy Sting, O ! DEATH, OI GRAVE, thy Victory. 
| Far 
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Far from the White-plumed Herſe As T REA 
fled, 

The penſive Graces weeping hung the Head; 

Even Envy figh'd, as ſhe beheld the Bier, 

And from her Eye burſt forth th' unwilling 
Tear. 

0 Friend, for let me call thee by that Name, 

What VERSE, O] fay, can give thee all thy 
FAME 

Or to BRITANNIA's Sons his VI RTusxs tell, 

Who died fo LoveLy, and who lived ſo WELL! 


Mr. Merryfellow had Thoughts of ſending 
the above Epitaph to Lady B=, but fear- 
ing to awaken her Affliction, which was ex- 
tremely great, as ſhe was infinitely fond of Sir 
E. 4, declined it at that Time, and, after- 
wards, hearing that a Marble Monument was 
put up in the Family Church at G#/l-ngham, 
never ſent it at all ; ſo that it is a Queſtion whe- 
ther that Lady ever ſaw it to this Day. I know 
not if Miſs B n, who with her Brother's - 


Eſtate inherited his Beauty, and his Virtues, 


might not have ſeen it afterwards, but this is 
uncertain ; another Inſcription, I am told, is 
ut upon the Marble, wrote in very elegant 
Proſe by Juſtice Brutus, a Gentleman of Learn- 
ing in the Neighbourhood, _ 
To return to Pudica, who was now cloſe 
Priſoner in Ox-hall, or, as ſhe uſed to call it, Ox- 
caſtle, from the Battlements, of which ſhe was 
ſaid to caſtmany a longing 1 upon the Turretts 
and Gates of N—w—<cb, though never happy 
4 | 


C enough 


de "#4 3 
Sade Fear 


Antiquary, a Gentleman of Fortune in the 
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enough to diſcern any generous Knight-Errant, 
mounted and iſſuing to her Relief; Billy Tweed 
the Surgeon, was almoſt the only Male the ſaw ; 
him ſhe attempted to corrupt, I have been told, 
and tried to get a little Poppy-water from him, 
in order to lay her watchful Guard afleep ; Billy 
promiſed to ann with her Requeſt, but in- 
ſtead of it, treacherouſly gave Information to her 
old Dragon of the Deſign, which ſo rouſed him, 
that he inſtantly determined to look out for ano- 
ther Keeper for her ; and the Father of Count 


ſame Country, having made ſome Overtures, 
he in all Haſte diſpatched a Meſſenger to hum, 
and the young Count was immediately ſent for 
from the Temple, where he was ſtudying d 
Coins and old Medals, in order to make himſelf 
better acquainted with the old Laws of his Coun- 
try. The young Count had formerly been at 
the Univerlity of C£=2=>dge, where he made an 
equal Progreſs in all Parts of academical Learn- 
ing, with thoſe of his own College, and own 


Standing ; but I find nothing more remarkable 


of him than his Cotemporaries, in the Me- 
moirs of that Soctety, which I have diligently 
peruſed, excepting, that during his Reſidence 
there he was initiated into the Order of Bucks, 
who at that Time began to flouriſh in that cele- 
brated Univerſity, and ſince then in the great 
Metropolis of this Kingdom; inſomuch, that I 
have known Men of acknowledged Gravity, and 
in high Stations of Life, who have ſought with 
ſome Lgernels to be admitted into their Frater- 
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nity, eſpecially in Times of Elections, when 
they were frequently known to venture their 
Polls for their Friends, where others would not. 
Count Antiquary, or, as he was after his Intitia- 
tion uſually called at College, Buck Antiquary, 
complained a little of ſome of the Ceremonies 
on that Occaſion, for as it was to be performed 
at his own Rooms, he was obliged to give an 
elegant Entertainment ; of which the Bucks par- 
took ſo freely, that it was attended with ſome 
Iittle Diſorder of his Furniture, a few Glaſles 
being broke, and a few Tables being burnt, 
but what hurt him the moſt, and, indeed, he had 
ſome Reaſon for Complaint there, as he was 
the Initiate of the Night, he was of courſe 
obliged by his Office to call the Toaft, and move 
the Bottle, and being at his own Room, and 


willing his Brethren ſhould ſee he did not want 


Spirit, he moved the latter ſo faſt, that not be- 
ing uſed to Liquor, he ſoon grew very drunk, 
and fell out of the Chair; this was an Offence 
by no Means to be pardoned in a Society fo re- 
markable for every Kind of Regularity as that 
of the Bucks. What was to be done? An 
Buck roſe up, and gave as his Opinion, „That 
« the Indecency committed was ſo great, as 
te the Chairman by abdicating, had put the 
« @obole Society in Confuſion, no one being of 
« Quality to &zc& the Fuddle (a Term underſtood 
te only by Bucks) till a neu one was voted and 
elected, that according to all Precedents, he 
ought to be taken up, and put out of the Room; 
but in Regard it was the , Offence, _ 
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« he was as young a Buck as could be, he hum- 
« bly propoſed he ſhould be only taten up, and 
« put into the Coal-hole,” (which was a ſmall 
Apartment cloſe to the Fire-place) © where 
e he might poſſibly /ee his Error, and repent at 
« a proper Time.” As this Fratenity were never 
ſubject to any violent Diſſenſions, the Propoſal 
was unanimouſly agreed to, and immediately put 


into Execution. 


The young Count being arrived at -, 
was ſoon introduced to Pudica by Squire Bull, 
who had brought her from Ox-ha/l the Day be- 
fore ; ſhe received him with great Joy, being 
now once more at Liberty. The Count did not 
ſeem /o much tranſported on this Occaſion as 
Miſs expected, it being generally thought he 
complied more with his Father's Inſtructions, 
than his own Inclinations, in this Viſit, and looked 
upon himſelf as ſent down to ſwallow a Pill, 
whoſe only agreeable Quality was that of -its be- 
ing gilt. However, he attended her in publicł 
Places, was ſeen with her in the Sguire's Coach, 
ſaid the aſual Things, and made the uſual Com- 
pliments, and was received every where as the 
future Huſband of Pudica. The Subſcription 
Aſſembly, formerly mentioned, following ſoon 
after his Arrival, the Count of courſe was to be 
preſent, and make his Appearance as Pudica's 
Sweet-heart, for ſo ſhe uſed to ſtile him to her 
Acquaintance. They went accordingly, but 
it was not the moſt agreeable Evening to Pu- 
dica, who in the courſe of it, met with ſeveral 


Alortifications. She was firſt a little chagrined 
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at not being taken out by the Steward to begin 
the Aſſembly, for as ſhe now looked upon her- 
ſelf as a Counteſs Ele&, ſhe thought it was her 
Right to dance firſt, having obſerved in the City 
Proceſſions, (her only Opportunity of judging 
in parallel Caſes,) the Mayor Elect always to 
fake Place of his Brother Aldermen, and walk 
next the Mayor. But that was a trifling Cir- 
cumſtance to what followed, for as this was 
the firft Aſſembly Pudica had been at fince the 
Diſcovery of her Intrigue with Dick Merryfel- 
low, who was alſo then preſent, the Eyes of 
every Body was upon her ; and though ſhe bore 
that pretty well, yet when ſhe was taken out to 
dance a Minuet by the Count, ſhe appeared in 
very viſible Confuſion, which was not a little 
encreaſed by obſerving Dick upon a Bench 
he had mounted to ſee his Rival dance, which 
enabled him to look over the Ladies Heads 
in the Circle, and gave his old Flame a full View 
of him, When the Country-Dances began, 
the other young Ladies could not help being merry 
on the Occaſion, and as Pudica's Story was 
known by them all, her Ear was frequently 
faluted as ſhe went down the Dance, with Ex- 
preſſions ſhe did not much like; one Lady would 
cry to her Partner, © Pray, Sir, don't ſqueeze 
« my Hand, I will tell my Papa of you.” Ano- 
ther, „ Sir, If you ſend me any more Letters, 
« J will ew them my Papa.” A third, O 
Lord, Partner, have you heard of the new 
* Edition of HoYLt that is coming out with 
Notes by @ Lady, I aſſure you it is i" 
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« for I know a Gentleman who ſaw the Book in 
« her own Hands, with a Manuſcript in the 
« Middle of it.” Theſe Banters Pudica was 
expoſed to on all Sides, and heard them with a 
manifeſt Diſcompoſure, but they were not ob- 


ſerved to make fo deep an Impreſſion upon her 


as the Count, who looked very grave the whole 
Evening, thought he was come down upon a 
pretty Errant to marry a Woman, who was the 
common Feſt of a whole Town. The Aſſembly 
being over, the Count got into the "Squzre's 
Coach with his Partner; and to add to the 
Pleaſures of the Night, which he did not ſeem 
much to reliſh, the Coachman, whether he was 
in Liquor, or the Coach was old and crazy, and, 
as the French ſay, à little fatigued, contrived to 
lay them all down together in the Street as' they 
went Home; but luckily this Accident was at- 
tended with no other 2// Conſequences, than 
thoſe of a/arming Miſs Pudica, and cutting her 
Jubilee Cloaths, (which were made new to re- 
ceive the Count in) by the breaking of one of 
the Side. glaſſeès. | | 
The Count, as has been obſerved, was a lit 

tle d:f/atisfied at the Reception his Partner met 
with at the Aſſembly, and was /ti/l more ſo, 


when upon Enquiry, he heard the whole Story of 


Dick Merryfellow and his Miſtreſs; ſo that ſome 
Differences ſoon after falling out between the 
Squire and his Father about Settlements, the 
young Count availed himſelf of the Occaſion, and 


his Father being a very well bred Man, and 


piqued at the rough Behaviour of Squire ma” 
who 
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who could not be ſaid to be a fine Gentleman al- 
together, liſtening to his Son's Remonſtrances, 
and approving thera, the young Count, the firſt 


Opportunity he had, cook his Leave of his Mif- 


treſs, in a very polite Manner, and returned to 
London. The Character he left behind him in 
the City, was, that of a very agreeable young 


Fellow, and of a good Underſtanding. 


The next in Rotation of Pudica's Lovers, if 
I am rightly inform'd, was young *Squire Fog, 
for theſe Three, with Jack Shadwell, ſucceeded 
one another ſo very quick, they all having been 
her Admirers, one after the other, in 4% than 
a Year, that I almoſt forget which ſtands upon 


the Roll r; but I think it is young 'Squzre 


Fog, and ſo ſhall proceed with his Hiſtory 
firſt. 

This young 'Squire, which was a Title of Ho- 
nour his Father never aſpired to, was the Son of 
an honeſt Hatter in the Country, who having 
married the Siſter of a Clergyman, of lar 


Fortune, ſucceeded in Right of his Wife, to a 


pretty conſiderable Eſtate upon his Death; and 
the Expectation of which, tempted him to put 


his Son Jacky to a Free- School in the Town 


where he lived, and not to dreſſing old Hats, 
and making new ones, which was his own Pro- 


> feſſion, as has been faid already. Accordingly 


the young Gentleman was put to School, and un- 
der the Tuition of a very good Maſter, Mr. Mo- 
noſyllable, who was a Man of Humour as well 
as Learning, and of Courſe, capable of convey- 
ing the Senſe of difficult Authors to his Pupils, 
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by readier and clearer Expreſſions than falls to 
the Share of every School-Maſter; ſo that 
Facky Fog, ſoon gain'd a Character for his 
Learning, was reckon'd brighter than other Boys 
of his Age, and thought to know more of Virgil 
and Horace, than of Chuck-Farthing and Cherry- 
Cobbles : He uſed, indeed, to complain a little 
of the Greek, and ſay it was hard to read, but 
however, he got ſo much even of that, that he 


could at any Time tell a Lexicon from a Latin 


Bible. As he made ſo quick a Progreſs, he 
was removed early from School to the Univerſity, 
where he was at the Time he heard of Count 
Antiquary's Return to London. As the ung 
"Squire was of a very extravagant Diſpoii'.on, 
and the boneſt Hatter uſed to complain beavily 
of his College Bills, and grumble at his Laced 
Cloaths and Finery, he began to think of getting 
out of the Power of old Square-Toes, as he call'd 


him, as faſt as he could, and was overheard to 


reaſon thus with himſelf; «<< Why, what 2 
« Plague would theſe od Fellows have us do! 
<« there's no living like a Gentleman without 
t Money; they forget what it was to be young 
« themſelves, and think 20 Guineas a damn d 
ce deal for a jolly Scheme, not conſidering how 
« much more expenſive it is to break Win- 
e dows now, than 30 Years ago, and eſpeci- 
te ally ſince the /ate Tax upon em: Egad III 
« try to do for myſelf, [11 have a Touch at the 
great Fortune at M;, now the Count's gone; 
„my Face is as good as his, or the Parſon's ei- 
« ther; and if I ſucceed, I won't care pr 
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er for any Man alive, and be a Buck as well as 
e the Count. Theſe ſen/ible and ſudden Reflec- 
tions were follow'd by as ſenſible and ſudden 
Reſolutions. ; down comes the young Squire to 
Nb, and as he had pland upon the Road to 
himſelf, ſends for Dick Merryfellow, as ſoon as 
he came, in Order to know how the Land lay, 
but firſt of all ſet out with aſſuring him; That 
ce if there was any thing ill going forward 
« between Pudica and him, he would proceed 
« nofarther, and would return back as he came; 
« That having heard how the Affair between 
« them had been broke off by her once before, 
« and renew'd again, if that was the Caſe now, 
« He Dick interrupted him, by aſ/uring him 
« of the contrary, that he had no Intentions of 
« ever having any thing more to do with her; 
« that ſhe had jilted him twice already, and 
c he ſhould not put it into her Power to do it a- 
« third Time ; and farther added, that he was 
« at that Time engaged in a Love Affair, with 
ec another Lady: That he approved of his 
« Scheme, and thought the ſooner he went 
i about it, the better, and that it was his Opi- 
c nion, the Gzr1, in her preſent Situation, would 
t be glad to marry any Body; ſo he ran no great 
e Riſque of not ſucceeding.” But I don't & 
Squire Bull, replies he. Don't you, ſays 
% Dick, then you don't know a very great Man; 
&« he is a very extraordinary Character I aſſure 
* you.” © Zounds, you, returns the young Squire, 
&« I wiſh you would ſpeak to him, you, if you 
« know him.“ Yes, I Au him, ſays 1 
- cc ut 
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but I am rather an odd Meſſenger, to carry 
« ſuch an Errand.” However, young Squire 
Fog was ſo importunate, that at laſt Dzck 
Merryfellow coniented, and went to a Ta- 
vern to look for the young 'Squzre's intended Ea- 
ther-in-Law, and found him. 

Reader, thou haſt perhaps ſeen the ſoft Ape? 
of a Bull diverting himſelf at a Stake, how he 
toſſes his Head, and wantons with the /tfle 
Spantels, that fawn and run about his Horns, 
how pleas d and beautiful he looks; but if a 
Dog of a more alarming Size, and more dread- 
ful than the reſt approaches, he ſuddenly 
collects himſelf, contracts the Honours of his 
Brow a little, and prepares for an Attack ; ſuch 
was the ſerene and ſmiling Aſpect of the Squire, 
iſſuing from amongChurchwardens and Conſtables, 


and the Club of Fuſtices, till entering the Room 


where Dick Merryfejlow was fitting at a Table; 
when ſeeing him, his Viſage ſuddenly changed, 
and grew clouded, yet till look'd beautiful, and 
clear d up entirely, upon Dick's informing him 
on what Account he came. Few Compliments 
paſs'd between them, that not being the 'Squzre's 
Turn, who gave a diref Anſwer to the Buſineſs 
in Queſtion, and ſaid, he ſhould be glad to ſee 
Mr. Fog at Ox-Hall, was as civil, as twas in his 
Nature to be, but could not help having 4 Fling 
at Dick, before he left the Room, upon his 
making Love to bis Daughter, Dick told him in 
Return, He believ'd, upon Enquiry, he would 
« find himſelf miſtaken | in that Point ; and that 
it was not be made Love to his at but 
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er his Daughter that made Love to him, how- 


« ever, that was neither here nor there, and 
ic foreign to what he came about;” fo the 
"Squire repeating his Anſwer as above, Dick 
took his Hat, and returned Home. 'The next 
Day, by Appointment, he was to meet young 
"Squire Fog, at Frank Spixworth's, who ex- 
pected him, and many more Gentlemen, to dine 


with him; after Dinner the young Squire was 
| impatient to know the Event of his Meſſage, 


ſo calling Dick Merryfellow on one Side, they 
retired into the Garden, where Dick related the 
whole to him; but how was he ſurprized, when 
the young Squire, inſtead of being tranſported at 
his Succeſs, colaly replied, He wiſhed he 
« had not ſent him,” and ſoon after, began 
ct fo doubt whether he did ſend him,” and in a 
little while “ could not recollect any Thing of 
« the Matter.” | 
Dick, who was naturally paſſignate, grew 
warm upon this Behaviour of the *Squzre, and 
was going to expoſtulate with him upon it, when 
Beau Taper, who loved Miſchief at his Heart, 
and who had obſerved them Tete-a-tefe out of 
the Parlour Window, where the Company fate, 
and which looked upon a Walk of Ever-greens 
they were then in, ſteals unperceived behind 
one of them with a loaded Gun, and as the 


Diſputants paſſed, fired it juſt at the Parſon's 


Ear, who was next him ; down dropt the young 
*Squire, fairly ſhot, but finding he was not killed, 
got upon his Legs again, and told the Beau, 
He ſuppoſed he thought that Wit, and, in- 
: D deed, 
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deed, it was attended with one Property of Vit, 

that of making the Company very merry, who 
ſet up a /oud Laugh upon the Occaſion, which 
was heard very plainly into the Garden. If the 
*'Squire was a little diſconcerfed at this, he was 
pleaſed, however, to find the Ladies were not of 
the Party, but were retired by themſeives, as, in- 
deed, the Women of this Age can ſcarce ever 
be kept at the Table after the King's Health is 
drank, finding, I imagine, the Converſation of 
Men in general ſo very triffing and infpid, T his 
Behaviour of 'Squire Fog's gave Dick a great 
Opinion of his Yeraczty, as a late Occaſion did 
of his Courage, in a /mall Quarrel between him 
and Sir Charles Eaſy, who whiſpered ſomething 
« of ſhewing him the Way out of the Room,” 

at a publick Aſſembly, the young Squire having 


taken Exception at the Baronet's making a little 


Fun of his Hat, which was of an odd Size; but 
upon this Occaſion, I cannot help blaming 
the Knight ſomewhat, as he a little forgot that 
a Hat was rather a fender Subject, and that the 
young Squire would have akon it /eſs ill, if he 
had made himſelf merry with his Head, and 
for this no Doubt he had his Reaſons. 


Dick Merryfellow's Reſentment againſt the 


young 'Squzre for Pis Prevarication in this Af- 
fair, ended with his telling him, “He looked 
upon him as a Boy, or elſe he would chaſ- 
e tize him properly.” It ſeems the Reaſon of 


Mr. Fog*s Change of Conduct was, his Mother 


did not lie the Girl, or the Match either, and, 
perhaps, it was owing to this Expreſſion of ber's, 
or 
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or Dick's as juſt related, that occaſioned Pudica 
to return the Compliment ſo often, and to de- 
clare ſo frequently, That ſhe did not like the 
© Boy, or ſhe would not have the Boy Fog,” fo 
that after a very few Viſits, and a few Kiſſes at the 
Window (for he was very handſome) the young 
Squire was diſmiſſed, to his great Grief and 
Diſappointment, having been often heard to ſay, 
« What a fine Manor he ſhould have when he 
e married Miſs Pudica; which occaſioned a 
Pun from Dick, who ſaid, He ought to have 
ce a fine Manner before he married Miſs Pudica; 
e but this eſcaped both the Lover and his Mi- 
& treſi, who never rightly underſtood him, and 
© looked upon it as a Piece of 1/-nature,” as 
if no one would think her worth the having, un- 
leſs he had the Manor fir/t. 

Upon the Retreat of young 'Squire Fog, Jack 
SHADWELL made his Advances, and 'Squire 
Bull began to be complimented on his having 
got a Man for his Daughter, and one, who 
would not play the Fool with her as the other 
three Boys had done, for Fack was turned of 
thirty a Year or two, as Miſs was now of Se- 
venteen. But to begin regularly with th:s Man 
of Wiſdom, J muſt inform the Reader of his 
Birth, Parentage, and Education, according 
to the Cuſtom of the monthly Hiſtorians of 
thoſe Men of Note, whoſe Ambition car- 
ries them to greater Heights than the common 
Run of Mankind. TFack Shadwell was the 


ſecond Son of Robert Shadwell, Eſq; of Buxton- 


Lodge, who was univerſally eſteemed the beſt 
D 2 bred 
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bred Man of his Time ; he had a Taſte for the 
politer Arts, of which Architecture was his 


particular Favourite, and this he underſtood fo 
well, that ſeveral of his Buildings, of which 


there are many in this County, are much ad- 


mired to this Day. He was ſucceeded in his 
Eſtate by a Son of his own Name, Robert, but 
he being ſubject to frequent Returns of Illneſs, 

ave up the Management of it entirely to his 
Brother Jack, only reſerving 400 J. a Year to 
himſelf. I ſhall juſt obſerve of this Gentleman, 
though I cannot ſay I ever faw him, but have 
ſeen occaſionally ſome of his Letters, from 
which a true e ge of the Writers is often 
to be formed, and of Affairs too in general, if 
we may believe my Lord Bacon, 


EpisToLæ magis in proximo & ad vivum Nx- 
GOTIA ſolent repreſentare quam vel ANNALES 
vel VITAE. 

Bacon de Augmen. Scien. 


from theſe he ſeemed to be a Man of great 
Humanity, and of a ſweet and tender Diſpo- 
ſition; that he was not wanting in Addreſs, for 
his Stile was natural and eaſy; and that it was 
owing to his Weakneſs of Health, and not to an 
Incapacity of taſting the Pleaſures of Society, 
that he withdrew from it, and retired from the 
World, poſſeſſed of more valuable Qualities, 
than half the Men that appear to Advantage 


in it. 
Jack 


* I . 9 r N OW 


BE. 
3 
43 

a 
24 
Fo 
*. 
7 
hk. 
* 
Fu 
* » 
£ x 
Fe 
þ 
by 
5 
4 
>: 


131 

Jack Shadwell, who ſucceeded him, was not 
without his Virtues too; he was not quite ſo 
ne a Gentleman as his Father, it muſt be con- 
feſſed, but yet he was acknowledged to make 
the et Bow of any of the Family; and though 
his younger Brother was thought to have the moſt 
Brains, yet no Body ever pretended to ſay, but 
Fack came into a Room with the be/t Grace. He 
was of a very good Perſon, his Complexion ra- 
ther too fair for a Man, and of an Addreſi that 


ftruck one greatly; he had a moderate Share of 


Underſtanding, and ſome Learning, having been 
educated at the Univerſity, and originally in- 
tended for a Parſon; on which Account his Fa- 
ther had purchaſed the Advouſon of two very 
valuable Livings in the Neighbourhood, de- 
ſigning them for Fack, or the Benefit of ſome 
Part of his Family at leaſt; but Fack becoming 
"Squire, and being a Man of remarkable Gene- 
rofity, moſt diſintereſtedly beſtowed them when 
vacant on a Stranger, though his youngelt Siſter, 
Miſs Bell Shadwell, was at that Time engaged 
to a Clergyman ; indeed it is ſaid he tried to make 
a Match afterwards, between her and the neu 
Incumbent, as appears from ſome Letters of 
that Lady's to her Acquaintance, but ſhe was 
too z/{-natured to comply, and would not con- 
ſent by any Means to . with her old Lover. 

As he had many Virtues, fo he had ſome few 
Foibles, | 


Nemo vitiis fine naſcitur, optimus ille, 
Dui minimis Urgetur, —— 
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What was fine Breeding in his Father, in 
Fack was Family-Pride, a Failing already men- 
tioned, and which indeed none of the Shadwells 
were entirely free from; he was not quite ſo 
brave neither as might be expected, nor alto- 
gether ſo intrepid as a Lion; but as he would 
not fight, ſo he was as ſure on the other Hand 
not to give Offence, for which Reaſon I was a 


good deal ſurprized at a Letter, which was. 


handed about /a/t Afjizes at N——b, and which 


the Bearcr was ready in Court to ſwear he had 


delivered into his own Hands. It came from 
Mr. Merryfellow, who having retired from the 
Church ſoon after his Amour with Pudica, be- 
ing only in Deacon Orders, and going Abroad 
into Germany, and afterwards into Ireland, had 
ſent upon his Return to England this Letter, 
which was ſuppoſed to allude to ſome little 
2Quarrel between them. As it made ſome Norſe, 


I got a Copy of it, and ſhall give it my Reader. 
It was as follows : 


To JOHN SHADWELL, Eſq; at 
Buxton - Lodge, near T-—T-—D, 
N—RF—K. 


NI, July, 1753: 
t 8 FN, Tu . 


« A Report prevails at N =, that you 
c“ cannot, with Security to your own Perſon, at- 
ce tend the Seryice of your Country at the enſu- 
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« ing Aſſizes, as one of the Grand Jury, being 
« under Apprehenſions of my taking you by the 
„ Noſe, or caning you, or giving you the DV 
te cipline of the Horſewhip; Sir, whatever Treat- 
« ment your ungenerous Conduct may deſerve, 
& I honour the King's Commiſſion too much to 
« think of committing a Violence of any Kind 
e againſt you; ſo that I take this Opportunity 
& to declare I have no Intentions of moleſting 
% you in any Shape, and you may come to the 
% Aſizeswithout meeting any Interruption from, 


La) 


Lay 


Lad 


e ir, 
C © Your Humble Servant, 


*© RICHARD MERRYFELLOW.” 


This Letter occaſioned a great deal of Conver- 
fation at the Aſſizes, where molt of the Gentle- 
men of the County were aſſembled : All the 
Information I could get amongſt them af that 
Time, (for fince then I have learned ſome far- 
ther Particulars, as will be ſeen hereafter) was 
as follows : 


« That there had been an Engagement of 

« Honour between the Writer, and a deceaſed 
« Siſter of Fack's, Miſs Bell Shadwell, already 
« mentioned ; that a conſtant Correſpondenco 
« had been kept up by them during his Stay 
« Abroad, in Germany and Ireland, where he 
5 D 4 « was 
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« was when ſhe died of the Small-pox at Bath; 


cc 


that upon His Return to England, he was 
uſed extremely ill by a ſurviving Siſter, Miſs 
Anne Shadwell, and who was very much 
ſuſpected to have enflamed the ſucceeding 
Broils between her Brother and him, though 
ſhe had correſponded with the latter in Terms 
of great Friendſhip, not to ſay Affection, 
while her Siſter lived; that as Tack Shadwell 
was no Stranger to the Attachment between 
his Siſter and Mr.- Merryfellow, the latter 
thought he had a right to expect from him 
ſome Account of her laſt Illneſs, and if ſhe 
had made a Will, as ſhe had a Fortune inde- 
pendent of him, that the former was ſo- far 
from doing this, thatwhenhe came down from 
London to his Houſe, he would not appear 
to him, nor ever produced the Minutes of 
her Will, as he ſtiled them, till he was 
threatened with a Bill in Chancery; that hav- 
ing taken unwarrantable Liberties with the 
Writer's Character, he had made a ſecond 
Journey from London, on Purpoſe to meet 
him at the Lent Afizes, in March, where he 
affronted him publickly before the Grand 
Jury, and all the Gentlemen preſent, and 
threatened to throw a Glaſs of Wine in his 
Face; that afterwards, ſaying, he would fake 
him by the Neſe wherever he met him, Jack 
5badwell had conſtantly kept away from 
N——þ, when he knew the Writer was 
there; but as the Aſſizes approached, and he 
was ſummoned to appear upon the Grand 


Jury, 
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ic Jury, he had entertained a Deſign of pe | 
8 


« ing to the Judges for a Warrant to take 

« Writer up, as he could not with Safety to 
« his own Perſon attend at the Shire-Houſe ; 
« but that Mr. Merryfel/ow having got Intel- 
« ligence of the Scheme forming againſt him, 
« had ſent the above Letter, in order to alleviate 
« the Bail, which was threatned to be laid at 
c 20,000 J.“ 


This was the chief Intelligence I could pro- 
cure then, but as I am informed Mr. Merry- 
fellow intends very ſoon to publiſh that Affair to 
the World, I ſhall not detain the Reader any 
longer on this Subject, but refer him to the ſaid 
Book, when it comes out. 

But to return to our Hiſtory. TFack was re- 
ceived by Miſs Pudica with more Form and 
Reſerve than ſhe had ſhewn her other Lovers, 
for he had been fo cried up to her by the Sguire, 
for his great Senſe and Parts, that the Girl began 
to be afraid of him, and inſtead of a Huſband 
that was to be, conſidered him more in the 
Light of a School-maſter, which Notions being 
encreaſed by the Gravity and Demureneſs of his 
firſt Appearance, ſhe in a very little Time con- 
ceived an entire Averſion for him. Jack hav- 
ing heard of her eaſy and free Behaviour with 
other People, and particularly Dick Merryfel- 
low, was a good deal ſurprized at it, till hay- 
ing a Hint given him of the Occaſion, he altered 
his Carriage, and ſoon ſhewed her, he could 


ſmile and fimper, and ſqueeze her Hand, and play 
0 | / 
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1e Fool as well as any of them; and then iſs Þ 
began to /ike bim a little better. Till then 
Fack was more a Favourite of the 'Squire'ss | 
and Madam Bull's, than his Daughter's or any | 
of the Family, for the Servants could not egg 
dure him, complaining of his Fant of Spirit, | 
which it has been obſerved he did not want up- 
on other Occaſions neither, but the Footman 
made no Scruple to declare, that let him come 
in the Morning, or in the Afternoon to Tea to 
his Miſtreſs, he never gave him above a Crown, 
which it ſeems was his con/tant Fee. 

And now finding Mi Pudica a little more 
in Humour with him, he began to be a little | 
more in Humour with Himſeſf; and in order to 
be ſtill more engaging, thought of adding to his 
Dreſs, and accordingly made her a Vilit a few 
Days after, in a Coat all over Lace, having been 
overheard ſome Time before to repeat the fol- 
lowing Lines in great Gaiety of Heart; 


« And ſince I'm crept in Favour with myſelf, 
« ] will maintain it at ſome little Coſt; 
Upon my Life, be finds, altho' I cannot, 
« Myſelf to be a marvellous proper Man; 
« Shine out, bright Sun, till I have bought | 
« a Glaſs, : 
«© That I may ſee my Shadow as I paſs.” 4 


* 


This Stratagem was not without its Succeſs, 
it had an Effect on Pudica's Vanity very ſoon, | 
Who loved to be ſeen walking by the Side of a 
Zine Man, and uſed to complain of young 5 * 4 
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Fog*s being ſo plain, for though he wore devi- 
liſh fine Cloaths at College, yet he always went in 


a Fuſtian Frock and Bob Wig in the Country, 


being afraid as was ſuppoſed of old Square Toes, 
who ſeeing him one Day in his Shop in a laced 
Hat and white Feather, with an embroidered 
Coat, told him, he was a Monkey, and aſked 
him to lend him his Hat for a Sign. 

Jack Shagwell and Miſs were now ſeen every 
Day together walking in the Streets (for ſhe was 
never ſeen to kiſs bim at the Window) and Gardens 
of the Town, ſometimes ſitting and converſing 
on a Bench, where he, like M:/ton's Adam, 


« Hung over her enamour'd * 


And ſhe wiping his Coat with her Handker- 
chief, if a Drop of Rain or a little Duſt fell on 
it, for he wore his Finery every Day, and looked 


ſo well in it, that he was taken for an Officer, 


and ſome People called him Captain Shaawell ; 
many were ſurprized, indeed, to ſee him / cloſe 
to Pudica, who was never before known to be 
in Company with Gentlemen of the Army, and 
uſed to abuſe Dick Merryfellow, for being fo 
much with the Officers, who, ſhe ſaid, was i- 
diculous enough to think them Men of Behaviour 


and Breeding. But as the yo org Coat by 


conſtant Uſe began viſibly to ate in its Beau- 
ty, ſo Pudica's Affection, which grew to it, be- 
gan as viſibly to abate too, and was much upon 


the Decline, when Miſs Bell Shadwell arrived at 


N, of whom Pudica became ſo extrem-ly 
Fond 


[ 6 
ford on a ſudden, that ſhe could never be eafy 
without her; ſome People ſaid that was partly 
owing to her Attachment to Dick Merryfellow, 
who conſtantly attended her, and to the Op- 
portunity Mie had by that Means of being in 
his Company, which it was much ſuſpected, was | 
very far from being di/agreeable to her even 
then, and, indeed, her Appearances, when they 
were all four together, tended ſo much to in- 
firm this Notion, by the little Notice ſhe took 
of her Lover, and her Manner of adareſſing 
herſelf always to Dick, that he could not avoid 
being ſenfible of it, and laughing one Day, told 
his Miſtreſs, «© Faith, Bell, this Match won't 
« do, Pudica don't like Fack, let me die if 
« your Brother muſt not get me to make Love 
« for him.” No Vanity at all in that on'your 
« own Side, replied Mis Bell, but I will in- 
« dulge you in it for once, and own to you fair- 
« ly, that the other Night, at the Aſſemöly, I 'F 
* could not help taking Notice, how out of | 
te Temper the looked, and how her Countenance | 
te changed upon ſeeing you and I together, as 
© ſhe turned the little Partition in the long 
* Room above; but pray, Sir, do you think 
« my Brother, whom all the World knows to | 
« be a Man of great Honour, great Goodneſs, 
c great Integrity, great Humanity, great Juſ- 
e tice, great Learning, great Sincerity, great 
«« Openneſs of Heart, great Tenderneſs, great 
0 Generoſity, and great Courage; Do you think | 
« my Brother, a Man of ſo many Virtues, would Þ| 
« harry a Girl that he knew liked another 
| Man 
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ce Man better than himſelf ? No, indeed Mr. 
« Merryfellow, you don't know my Brother, 
« what a good Sort of Man he is. © My dear 
& Bell, replies Dick, for God's Sake, a Truce 
« with your Brother's Virtues, I ſuppoſe your 
ce Brother is juſt like other Men, may be a good 
« Sort of Man, for aught I know, though, 
« I cannot fay, I have the bef Opinion of his 
« Head, or his Heart either, but let that be as 
« it will, I ſuppoſe your Brot ber, like other Folks, 
« can ſee a h 

« fand Pounds, and reconcile to all his Great- 
&« neſſeſs, the Want of a little Aeon in a Girl 
« juſt come from @ Boarding-School, and think 
« himſelf very wel! paid into the Bargain.” 
« Ay, come, * ſhe, I know you don't like 
4 my Brother, becauſe he would not give us the 
e Livings, Why I don't know, returns 
« Dick, but, I think he might have given 
« them us as well as a Stranger; I don't be- 
&« lieve your Father bought them with an Intent 
* they ſhould be given away from his Children.” 
« No, replies Miſs, I don't ſuppoſe he did, but 
« I could make you more angry with Fack if I 
« would.“ How fo? ſays Dick.“ Why, 
« my poor Brother Robert made me an Offer 
% of them. He ſaid to me one Day, as I was 
« ſitting by him in his Room, Bell, ſays he, 
J am told there is a little Love going forward 
ce between you and Mr. Merryfellow ; now, 
ce Child, if there is, II give you the two Livings 
« of B- - and C—rl—7 that are vacant; 
for though Ihave complimented ack with the 
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& Diſpoſal of them to any of his Friends, I 
«© always meant, and he always underſtood it fo, 
te that it was in Caſe neither you nor your Sifter 
« would marry a Clergyman ; but if you have 
te any Thoughts of Mr. Merryfellow, tell me, 
« and he ſhall have the Livings; I hear he is 
© not a Man of the largeſt Fortune, but I had 
ce rather you ſhould marry out of Affection than 
te Intereſt.” * Well, faid Dich, and what An- 
ce ſwer did you make him?” „ Why, I 
« thanked him, replied ſhe, for his good Na- 
« ture.” © But how came you not to accept 
« of the Livings? returns Dick.” Why, I 
ce durſt not for Fach, replied Miſs again, who 
Was continually plaguing and teizing me 
* about you ; but thus much I did fay to him, 
« Tack, mind I don't aſt you for the Livings, 
ce but this I tell you, I'll never marry any other 
«© Man than Mr. Merryfellow, and Pl! marry 
« him as ſoon as is convenient. Very well, 
« ſays Dick; and now pray, Bell, to which of 
« your Brother Fack's great Virtues will you 
apply this Action of his? To his great Ho- 
© nour, his great Generoſity, or his great 
« Humanity? My dear Bell, don't flatter yourſelf, 
c your Brother's a Scoundrel.” She grew a little 
warm upon this, as ſhe had her Share of the 
Family-pride, and aſked him, Pray, Mr. 
« Merryfellow, how can you at the ſame Time 
e pretend to love me, and ſpeak fo contemptibly 
« of my Brother?” „ For the fame Reaſon, 
« my dear Bell, replies he, that I can love a 
«« fire Face, and deſpiſe a deformed one. You 


« are 


A 
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<« are a good Girl I believe, but your Brother 
« upon this Occafion muſt have had a Heart 
« that could feel as little as his Head.” Then 
turning to her with great Tenderneſs, as he 
obſerved a Tear juſt farting from her Eye, 
My deareſt Bell, ſays he, I promiſe you III 
« never ſpeak of your Brother in ſuch harſh 
Terms again.” She ſighed, and ſaid, * Alas! 
<«« this is not the fir? Tear I have ſhed on your 
« Account ; Fack might have been more kind, 
« I could not have refuſed him any Wing; but 
cc jt is over, and let us think of it no more; he 
«© does not deſerve your good Word, but on my 
Account do not abuſe him; he is my Brother, 
« and unkind as he has been to us, I muſt love 
« him.” Pudica coming up put an End to this 
Converſation, and Dic, to give an Opportunity 
to Miſs Shadwell, of whom he was infinitely 
fond, to recover herſelf, addreſſed himſelf to 
Pudica, told her, She looked uncommonly hand- 
ſome that Day, and ſaid t¼πꝗ or three civil Things 
to her, which put her into ſuch good Humour, 
that ſhe was obſerved to frown leſs upon Fack 
than uſual the whole Morning after. 

During the Stay of Miſs Bell at N——h, 
which was but for a little while, Pud:ica con- 
tinued to be folerably civil to Fack, who, whe- 
ther he perceived he was indebted lo Dick a 
little for the good Humour his Miſtreſs appeared 
in, I cannot ſay, but he on all Occaſions —— 
to court his Company, and rather to careſs him 
in publick, and one Day aſked him to dine with 
His Siſter and him; Dick at firſt made Excuſes, 

but 
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but being preſſed, conſented, and went Home 
to dreſs. In his Abſence poor Mifs- Bell took 
Occaſion to remind her Brother of this extra- 
ordinary Conduct, and told him; * She won- 
c dered how He, who was for ever railing at 
« Mr. Merryfellow, and abuſing him to her and 
© others, could ſhew ſuch particular Notice to 
« him then, and not only ſeem fond of being in 
« his Company, but could now aſe him Home 
« fo dine with them. What would the World 
& think of ſuch a Piece of Inconſſtency? Fact, 
who had an excellent Talent at holding his Tongue, 
when he had nothing to ſay, gave her no An- 
{wer. | 
Dick went to his Appointment, and dined, 
and after Dinner M/s Bell ſet him and Fark 
down in the Coach at the Coffee-houſe; and 
went to meet Miſi Pudica at Tom Templeman's 
to drink Tea, where Dick and he ſoon fol- 
lowed ; and after having been firſt at the Play, 
returned, and ſpent a very agreeable Evening, 
though Pudica's Behaviour to Dick was ſo re- 
markable, that Mrs. Templeman and the other 
Ladies could not help taking Notice of it, and 
indeed M/s Bell now and then appeared a little 
grave upon it, which gave Dick an tu- 
nity of rallying her the next Morning, and tell- 
ing her, He believed ſhe began to be jealous of 
Pudica. | | 
Upon Miſs Bell's Return to Buxton-Loage, 
Pudica grew more reſerved to Fack, and, in 
ſhort, in a little Time appeared fo cool to him, 
and talked to her Acquaintance fo freely: of 
Hils 
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te his being foo old for her, that Fack ſecing 
it was to /ittle Purpoſe to continue his Attacks, 
broke up the Siege ſoon after, and marched 
away to the Lodge to join his Siſter. Here ſhe 
remained ſome Time with him, but whether 
his Temper was ſoured in ſome Meaſure by his 
own ill Succeſs, or her Conſtancy to her Lover, 
or piqu'd at his being a greater Favourite with. 
his Miſtreſs than bim, I know not, but he 
was ſo for ever fretting her with bis Reflece 
tions upon her Attachment to Mr. Merryfellow, 
that this un Lady, whoſe Spirits were al- 
ready ſbattered, and whoſe Conſtitution was very 
delicate, to avoid leading ſo terrible a Life, re- 
tired to Bath in deep Anguiſh and Diſtreſs 7 

Mind. At Bath ſhe was a little more at Eaſe, 
and returned into N-8-rf-6-lk ſeemingly recovered 
in the Spring; but Mr. Merryfellow ſoon after 
going Abroad into Germany, his Departure and 
Abſence was obſerved to affe## her greatly; and 
when upon his Return the October following, 
he was obliged to leave her again to go to 
treland, after a Stay of only three Days at 
Bury, where ſhe came to meet him, having 
firſt had a violent Quarrel with ber Brother 
on that Account, ſhe was altered ſo viſibly, 
that after languiſbing in an ill State of Health 
for about two Months, ſhe returned again to 
Bath, where, the April following, the caught 
the Small- pox, . and died, though it is to be 
feared, and I know. Mr. Merryfellow always 
thought ſo; her moſt fatal Diſtemper was that 
of a broken Heart. That I am not miſtaken as 


—— ü—UEädd ———— — gta 


* - - _ 4 
= 
4 6 1 - — 0 * 
We «a aa — — 
r 1 


OY PO CEE IT „* 1 — * 
2 — 4 te * 


( 66 } 

to his Opinion, will appear by the following 
Letter, which, about ten Months after ber De- 
ceaſe, he ſent Fack Shadwey, who had never 
taken any Notice to him, as has been fajd already, 
of her Mill, during all that Time, ſo that he 
gave Orders to an Attorney in Landon, to 
file a Bill in Chancery againſt him, who hav- 
ing firſt wrote a gentee/ Letter to Fact, ac- 
quainting him with his Orders, and receivi 

an Anſwer, it was in Return the following 


Letter was ſent to him by Mr. pg wn 
himſelf. . 


. 
= 


"Gronor's.i in, the Hay marker, 
London, Feb. 20, 1753+ 
ce & T. E. 


„ Your Letter to Mr. 8 is oy © 
e freſh Inſtance of what I have been long con- 
« vinced, your Want of Manners; whatever 
00 Information I have in Relation to any Will, 
or Draught. of a Miil, is from your Siſter, 
Miſs Anne, and under her Hand; your ſay- 
ing that my Information i is falſe, I look upon 
« as the Lie indirectiy given, and you muſt 
<« therefore oblige me in accepting the: Return 
4 of it. Why I ſhould ſay this 2 you, I think 
« is rather abſurd, though proper if writing to 
* a Maniof Honour, tor Experience has taught 
« me, you are equally, ready 70 give, and to 
« put up with an Afront. 

« With regard to what your late Sifier in- 
* tended, or did not intend to do, that 1s 
; « wholly 
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4 wholly immaterial, but from the ſtrict En; 
© gagement. between us, the conſtant Corre- 
<« ſpongence, the repeated Profe 3 of a mu- 
te tual Affection, which you. are no Stranger to, 
« the World will, I make no Doubt, allow me 
« a Rrght of Enquiry into What ſhe really 
« bas To and juſtify me in it; much weaker 
« Ties have occaſioned Legacies, Inſtances are 
« frequent; and yet I do declare, a genteel Be- 
« baviour from you; an Aſſurance of that you 
« have wrote to Mr. P——ke, wauld have 
ſatisfied me at the Time I was at Buxton- 
« Lodge; for I never was warmly ſolicitous a- 
Fc bane your Siſter's. Fortune; if I had been ſo, 
* [I had married her ; 1 thought, in the Cir- 
e cumſtances I was in, it was ungenerous, and 
te therefore declined it. I mo I do not wrong 
her Memory, in ſaying I could have married 
« her, for I would not be thought to ſay too 
% much; but if it is true, it is certainly far 
te from being improbable or unreaſonable that 
« Miſs Bell might leave ſome Part of her For- 
« tune to the Man ſhe intended giving the 
« ]{/hole of it; it was reported ſhe had done it, 
and that Report has done me an Injury. 
Why you ſhould congeal theſe Minutes, as you 
ct. are leaſed to call them, will appear ſtrange 
* to ele ho are not ſo well acquainted with 
e the Meanneſs of your Heart as I am; but to 
n Me, When 2 Man. has 4% Humanity, every 


de Alion 18 reconcilable. \ How far you have 


40 forfeited that Character, how far you were 


40 r of * _ Ang the diftreſſed 


Spirits 


J. 


x 
5 * 
— 


» — 8 
— — r hs 4h 


. 23 . a, — re IT 


"WO reck,..ct AY 


> 1 68 2 . — — _ 


3 — Gb 


168 

% Spirits and breaking Heart of an 445 
6 Siſter, and as good @ Girl as ever lived, her 
& own complaining Letters, and the cruel Hiſtory 
* ſhe gave me when ſhe met me at Bury, are 
« Proofs I ſhall neyer Forget, are Proofs I will 
« remember. 'Twas not the Small-pox deprived 
« me of ber, I know too well her Heart was 
« broke. 1 

„ As to Dr. Th——7, I do not think I have 
te any Right to trouble him with a Letter; if 
1 140 I ſhall look upon any Information from 
« him as an Indulgence I ought not to expect; 
« nor had I given Mr. P ke Orders to file 
« a Bill in Chancery, but to have the Oath of 
« a Man, whoſe Word and whoſe Perſon 1 
« deſpiſe. et | | 


2 


« J am, Sir, 
Mur bumble Servant, © 
| „ RICHARD MERRYFELLOW.” 


My Letters are directed 
to GBORGE's, 


This Gentleman, for as he had ſuch a Con- 
nection in the Shadwell Family, I ſhall beg the 
Reader's Pardon for a little Digreſſon here, and 
for Leave to continue bis Hiſtory till after the 
Death of Miſs Bell Shadwell, though ſomewhat 
foreign to that of Pudica, as it may in ſome 
Meaſure give a farther Light into the Character 
of Jack Shadwell, though there is nothing ſaid 
e 
F 15 | Thus 
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This Gentleman, as has been ſaid before, way 
in Ireland at the Time of Miſs Bel! Sbud- 
well's Death, whither he went with Captain 
 W-<=lf=gh—m, Aid de Camp to the Lord 
Lieutenant, and Son to the Spk. Tr of the 
H ſe of Commons in that Kingdom, and by 
whom he. was received with all that Politeneſs 
for Ages remarkable in the B&/e Family; but 
that great Man did not confine his Favours to 
himſelf only, he introduced him to the Ac- 
GIN of the firſt People of Faſhion in 

reland, by which Means he had the moſt ad- 
vantageous Opportunities of informing himſelf 
of the Conſtitution and Intereſt of that King- 
dom ; and as the Sp-k-r's Houſe was ever open 
to him, of improving what little Knowledge 


he had, and the frequent Obſervations he made 


by the Converſation of Men of Rank and 
Learning; and what was moſt of all regarded 
by him, the daily Satisfaftion of being admitted 
into the Preſence and Company of that illuſtri- 
ous Patriot, and to admire his unwearied Dili- 
gence for the Service and Good of his Country, 
and his unalterable Steadineſs in the Purſuit of 
it; Virtues that muſt tranſmit his Memory to 
the laſt Rolls and Records of Eternity. With 
this great Example for ever before cir Eyes, 
it is no Wonder to ſee the C mm ns of that 
Kingdom fired with a Zeal for Liberty and 
Honour, and riſing to a Pitch of Roman Vir- 
tue; it is Emulation working ſtrongly in a 
noble Mind, that Parent and Source of all true 
Greatneſs, and brings a Conviction to this 
J 
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Fiddling Age, what infinite Importance it is 
poſſible for one ſhining Character to. be of to 
4 whole Nation, even in thoſe for ever to be 
dreaded Times in all States of Freedom, when 
public Spirit fleeps, when nodding Fuſtice re- 
poſes in the Chair of Indolence, and nothing 
throughout the Land is broad awake, but pri- 
vate Intereſt awd general Corruption. During 
Mr. Merryfellow's Stay in this Kingdom, he was 
often admitted into that Honourabe H4Eſe, 
was preſent at many Debates, and had frequent 
Opportunities of admiring the Serenity and Wiſ- 
dom of the Sp=#£r, the great Abilities of the 
Prime Str54a-nt, Mr. M-#l-8-ne, the Clearneſs 
and Perfpicuity of the Meft-r of the Rolls, the 
Eloquence of Sir Richard Cx, the Dignity of 
Sir Atm. 'G-a-re, the Honeſty of Heart in 
Charles Gardener, the riſing Virtues of Col. 
Richard Bale, and the Eagerneſs and Warmth 
of Col. Dilk-s. Placemen and Penſoners forgot 
all pri vate Views, and anſwered to the Call of 
Liberty and Truth, and Officers gave the un- 
biaſſed Vote, warm as is their Nature in the 
Cauſe of Freedom; amongſt theſe latte, will 
be remembered the Names of N p 
and Walſ-ngh-m. In the Ha ſe of Pee-rs 'twas 
impoſſible to enter without remarking the ne- 
ver to be equalled Integrity of the Eax/ of 
Klagre, the Solidity and Judgment of the El 
of Ca-rr4+-cþ, the Learning of the Biſhop of 
Chgber, the Eaſe and Humanity of the Biſhop 
of Dfrr-y. In a Word, I have often heard 
him ſay, there were fo many Characters in that 
* N EKoingdom 
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Kingdom eminently diſtin 
ſtances of public Spirit and natianul Honour, 
that it was to be recommended to a hang No- 
bleman entring on his Travels, not by any 
Means to put an End to them, till he bad paid 
2 Viſit on that Side the Water; 'tis true, he 
might acquire Addreſs and Flattery in France, 
Muſick and Virtù in Italy, Honour and Gra- 
— in Spain, commercial Arts in Halland; in 

ermany he might learn Sinceri d Courage 1 
but to be a Thus Parzior, the mult go ta 
Treland. 

While Mr. Merryfellow was preparing for his 
Return. to England, he on a ſudden received 
a Letter, informing him of the Death of . Miſs 
Bell Shadwell, of the Small-pox at Barb; the 


Shock was ſo great, having had a Letter from 


her in good Health, but a very few Days before, 
and dated within ten Days of her Death, that 
it threw him into a Fever. He recovered from 
this Diſorder, went into deep Mourning for 
her, and ſought Variety of Company in order 
to divert his Mind from thinking on her; but 
{till there appeared in his Countenance, on all 
Occaſions, ſuch a vifible Diſtraction of Saul, 
that the Sp——& Ps who had often ob- 
ſerved. it, one Morning called him aſide, and 
with ancommon Tenderneſs, after ſomething flat- 
tering to his Underflanding, which, he ſaid, 
ought to enable him to get above too violent a 
Grief, for Accidents all. Mankind were ſubject 
to, told him, „Mr. Merryfellow, I believe you 
4 would be willing to es" angry you can in 

E 4 40 nothing 


e for all in- 


( 72 ] | 
nothing ſo much as letting me ſee you, when 
©« next we meet, with a more chearful Coun- 
c tenance.” Words ſo ſweet as theſe could not 
Want their immediate Effect; indeed, it was well 
known of that good Man, that he never ſpoke 
in vain on ſuch . and ſeldom, indeed, 
on any. Mr. e/low grew more eaſy, and 
in the Month of July returned to England, 
when arriving at London, he fell ill of the ſame 
Diſorder with his Miſtreſi, but having received 
a Letter from Miſs Anne Shadwell, deſiring him 
to call at B-xt i- Lodge, he purſued his Journey 
thither in great Pain, it being above 80 Miles 
from Town. His Reception 5 her was very ex- 
traordinary as well as that of her Brothers, both 
of whom were in the next Room to him; but nei- 
ther appeared; his Stay was very ſhort, not much 
above an Hour, being aſtoniſhed at the Behaviour 
of Miſs Anne, which was ſo unnatural, and fo 
contrary to what he ed from her re- 

peated Profeſſions of Eriendſhip during her 

Siſter's. Life, that he went away in Amaze, not 

| knowing which to impute it to, the Weakneſs 
of her Head, or the Badneſs of her Heart, At 
Eleven at Night he left the Lodge, and wan- 
dered over a Heath of three Miles to THA, 
the Poſt-Boy not knowing the Way, as Bexren- 
Lodge lay out of the Poſt-Road, and about one 
o Clock got to Bed. The next Morning the 
Small-pox was out in his Face, and he had then 
thirty Miles more to Naw bh; he could not 
riſe till two o'Clock, then ordering a Poſt- 
. - Chaiſe, went into it, and after travelling in 
a great 
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at. Agony... e 
N Me he 0 12 
a Letter from Mi. Aune N with an 
Apology for her. chaviour the Night before. 
Indeed, d, the continued writing to' his Siſter dur- 
ing his Illneſs; but her Letters were ſuch a 
. of Regard and .eproach, that when 
he recovered, he looked upon her 4s one whoſe 
Head was a little .difordered. He ſuffered ſa 
ſeverely under this Diſtemper, and was ſo full, 
and his Mind. had been known to be fo much 


urney, arrived at 


Sbadwell, that he was univerſally conſidered as 
2 dead Man, and nothing, indeed, could have 
faved him, but his being under the Care of one 
of the ableſt Phyſicians in the World, Dr. 
O, and who, with the greateſt Knowledge 
in his Profeſſion, is certainly one of the beſt 
Men that lives. 

As Miſs Bell Shadwell has been ſo often men- 
tioned, the Reader may expect ſome Account 
of her Perſon and Character; of this I ſhall, 


for particular Reaſans,,.tell him only at preſent, 


that her Perſon was very well; her Face very 
agreeable, though not — handſome; and as to 
the Virtues of her Mind, 5 had a great deal of 
good Senſe, and Gogd-nature, and during ber 
* appeared ta Mr. Merryfe!/ow to have 
a great deal of Honour; but ſome Circumſtances 
ſince her Deceaſe, and relative to her Will, has 
given him Occaſion to think, and ſometimes to 
ſpeak ſeverely of her, thou h not till very lately, 
aud as is ſuppoſed upon the 


he 


Herd, he received 


agitated, ever ſince the Deceaſe of Miſs Bell 


great Proyocations 
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he had received from her Siſter Miſt Anne, and 
the reſt of the Family. of the Shadwells in ge- 
neral. The Eye of Heaven alone can look into 
the Human Heart, and as Mr. \Merryfellow was 
not in England during. her Illneſs, and none 
were about her but his Enemies, and particu- 
larly Fack Shadwell, it is impoſſible to ſay 
what were her laſt Intentions ; but as ſhe was 
every Moment repeating his Name, and the 
laſt Letter that preceded her Death ten Days 
only, and muſt: have been wrote upon the Eve 
of her Illneſs, contained the ſame Expreſſions 
of Regard and Affection as in all her others to 
him, he has often made Excuſes for her in his 
own Breaſt, for that uncommon Neglect of 
him in the Minutes of that Will produced after- 
wards: with ſo much Difficulty, and which ap- 
_ to. ſurprize the thinking Part of the 
orld, as their long Attachment to each other 


was ſo publickly known. As has been faid, the 


Eye of Heaven alone can look into the Human 
Heart, and as it is impoſſible ever to know 
the rea/ Truth of this Affair; Good. nature muſt 
take the Place of Judgement, and Love acquit, 
where Reaſon would condemn. To return to 
Facl Shadwell having got his Conge, and be- 
ing returned to B-xt-n-Lodge, Squire Bull, it 
is faid, began to be ou? of Temper with his Daugh- 
ter, he did not lite ber Sbilli-ſballying, as he 
called it, and fe would, and ſbe would not, and 
it wan't' to bis Mind at all; ſo ordering the 


Horſes to, took Miſs to Ox-ha#, where ſhe con- 


tinued 


. 


k 


L 78 1 
tinued for three or four Vears uninterrupted with 
Serenades, Songs, Sigbi, or Eclairciſſements, welt 
ing Lovers, or their freezing: Fidler. 
In this dreadful Interval Miſs Pudica, 1 am 
told, grew melancholy, loſt her Spirits, and that 
ſprightly Turn of Wit, that was before remark- 
able in her Converſation, whether owing to her 
Confinement to the Country, or the Death of. an 
old Weſherwoman, who was her Favourite and 
Confidante, and with whom ſhe ſpent moſt of her 
Time, or whether the Veteris veſtigia flamme 
were not quite worn out, and her firſt Love; 
which generally ſtrikes deep, and which omg 
Ladies have never got fazrly rig of all their Lives 
after, ſtill tormented her; whatever was the 
Cauſe is not material, but a/tered viſibly ſhe was. 
I am told ſhe began greatly to repent of her un- 
fteady Conduct, and would willingly have recalled 
ſome one of her former Lovers, ſhe did not care 
which, in order to break her Chains, but that was 
now 700 late. Fack Shadwell was to Bath 
upon the Hunt, and was ſaid to be upon a. re 
Scent, not without @ View-of the Game now and 
then, and which was believed to be of tbe va- 
luable Kind. Count Antiquary was reſtudying 
Coins in the Temple, and young "Squire Fog gone 
to London for Education, where he improved ſo 
faſt, that in leſs than a 7 welvemonth he learned 
to dance a Minuet. 
Dick Merryfellow was Abroad at an Univer- 
ſity in the Eleforate of Hanover, eſtabliſhed 
at 2 by his preſent Majeſty, and flouriſh- 
ing with an uncommon Number of Students for 


ſo 
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ſo early an Inſtitution, and abounding with the 
moſt Celcbrabed, Profeffors in every Science, one 
of whom, DR. APBERT HALLER, Profeflor of 
Phyfick,is known to all Europe, and held fi in 
hig Efteem in the learned World. There 
were man ' Engli D at this Time finiſhing 1 their 
Studies there, particularly the Mar FA of 
CRNVox, eldeſt Son to os Dok of Cu-pss, 
a young Nobleman of very extraordinary In. 
and who was looked upon as an Honour to his 
Country, and the Exg/z/þ ' Nobility in general; 
being a Man of untainted Morals, and the moſt 
regular Conduct; addicted to no Vices, and pur- 
ſuing his Studies Vith an Application unuſual to 
Men of his Age and Rank, of an obliging 
Carriage; with of the Dignity, but without the 
Pride of Quality; of great Evenneſs of Tem- 
per, which nothing was obſerved to warm ſo 
much, as his Attachment to his Friends and 
Countrymen ; and ſo engaging even to a Stranger 
on his firſt A ernte du it was impo ible 
to be in his Company, and not to recolledt im- 
mediately of what Family he was by that diſtin- 
guiſhing Characteriſtick z 


* Thus gracious Cranpos i is beloved at Si Torr 7 
| or. 


At the ſame Time with his Lordſhip were 
Mr. St&-nb-g-pe, Captain R-o-b4$-rtſ-o-n of the 
Royal Triſh, Mr. H&-b4&+t, Son of the Earl of 
dee een all of them gem 

carefled, 
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careſſed, and in great Eſteem with the ſeveral 
Profeſſors; the latter of whom attained. to 4 
Perfection of ſpeaking Higb-Dutab, with an 
Accuracy ſcarcely inferior to a German, con- 
verſing much with the Students of the Country, 
to whom he was very agreeable, having all the 
Politeneſs mw Addreſs of his Father... : 

Happy in the Company and Acquaintance of 
ſuch + $a as theſe, Mr. Merryfellow was 
ſeldom known to heave the Sigh of diſappointed 
Love, to be abſent in Converſation, or have the 
Mind's Eye for ever turned upon the Beauties 
of Ox-Caſtle, and ruminating upon the Gharms 
of his impriſoned fair one; other Joys ſat lightly 
on. his Breaſt, and were the ont of his 
Heart, till the Departure of his Friends, who 
ſome Months after his Arrival ſet out for Bi. 
and Orleans in France, leaving the Profeſ- 
ſors as well as their Countrymen in great Re- 

et upon that Occaſion. Mr. Merryfellow 
Raid not for any long Contiguance after them, 
but before he went away, wis complimented. by 
the Pro-Refor, an Officer much in the Nature 
of our Vice-Cbancellor, with an Offer of the De- 
gree of Doctor of Laws; their publick Time 
of conferring their Degrees, and which anſwers 
to our Commencement or Af, falling out before 
he left the Univerſity; this he declined, as 
thinking it too great an Honour for one in his 
Station of Life, and after expreſſing the warmi- 
eſt Senſe he could of that Mark of Eſteem in 


the Pro- Rector, begged Leave to be excuſed 
from accepting it. The Pro-Rector obligingly 
refuſed 


RJ 
refuſed: to take his Anhſwer then; and Iehived 
him to conſider of it till next Diy, when he 
n back to him in the ſame Sentinients. 

2 rom. ve hr he went to Hanover to join 
W-—l/-=gh--m, who was then on his 
* to En gland, with whom, and Count 
| Seb. lenk Arg, a Nobleman of great Abilities, 
and eſteemed one of the beſt Officers in the 
King's Service, he ſpent many agreeable 8 0 
in the delightful Gardens of Herenbauſen, ad- 
miring the Beauties of Art and Nature, diſperſed 
in fuch Profuſion in every Part of them, = 
particularly 1 et · N Eou in the Center, ſo 
juſtly eſteemed. the fineſt in Europe, and per- 
haps it is unrivalled in the whole World. It 
ales on ordinary Occaſions to a perpendicular 
Height of 80 Fe cet, and when his Majeſty is re- 
Gdinp at the Palace, to 120. Count Sch-/-nb-rg 
was Maſter of a great deal of Wit and Humour, 
which rendered his Converſation extremely live- 
ly and entertaining, and always accompanied 
his D tions, which. on thai Account never 
failed to divert as well as inſtruct; to the Plea- 
ſures of whoſe Acquaintance, and chat of his 
Friend Captain — -m, we will now 
leave Mr. Merryfeliow, and return to Pudica, 
who, in this Dearth of Lovers, which ſhe was 
obſerved to lay o much to Heart, gave many 
Alarms to her Friends, who were a little appre- 
henfve of her taking.a Fancy to ſome Body be- 
neath her, and wiſhed the not run aua 
with a ſmnart Fellow of a Foot man, which young 
OY IO OT An known to do, in 


pd 


[79] 
order as is ſuppoſed to be waited on by their own 
„ though moſt commonly with a View 
to mend the Breed, or raiſe the Family, After 
all, it is to be wondered at, that a young Lady 
of ſo. many Charms, and who. was Heireſs to 40 
or 50,000 Pounds, ſhould be fo long neg/eed by 
the voung Fellows, and that none of them ſhould 
think it worth their while to pretend a little Love 
at leaſt to her, for the Sake of ſuch an Inheri- 
tance, but ſhould leave her. to tudy HovLE 7 
herſelf, and bite the Sheets at Ox-ball for 
many Years together; there is no accounting Fw 
it, unleſs that her Behaviour in entertaining 
fuch a Number of Lovers, and not being very 
eruel to any of them, had made her to be con- 
ſidered in too cheap a Light, and that none of 
them cared to marry 4 Ce who had been 
I by ſo many other Men. 
ene was now in great Deſpair, and he- 
to doubt the Truth of her favourite Afſer- 
on, „ that the had always Money enough ia 
«© her Pocket to buy her a Huſband,” little 
— how. gr eat 4 was in Stors for 
„ and how —. hereafter ſhe ſhould 
— -claſped in the Arms, of- the: agreeable Miles 
Ding/ebob; but the | Chrondlogy, Which Ihave 
adhered to throughout this Hiſtory, will not 
it me to enter upon bis Relation imme- 
diately, as Miles was as per no Sguire, and 
therefore not worthy the Regard of Pudica, 
who. it ſeems was determined to have a 
or a Count ; and as he was. intended for- the 
Ghurch, being the Son of a Clergyman, I have 


79 | an 
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an Uncle and Coufin to Rill before I can get at 
him, and muſt trace him through all the Va- 
rieties of a Bob to a Pigtail. It is neceſſary 
too, in Order of Time, to acquaint the Reader 
with the Marriage of Fack Shadwell, who had 


ſucceeded in his Chace at laſt, and brought a 


Lady into Nsrf#lk in a Coach and fix, to the 
no ſmall Mortification of Pudica, who had heard 
with great Pleaſure of his laying down his Coach 
and four ſoon after he had left off bis Viſits to 
her, and converting it into a Poſt-Chaiſe and 
two; for I know not how he contrived it, but 
Jack was generally poor, and had ſeldom more 
Money at Command than his Neighbours, whe- 
ther owing to his Expence in Women, (for he 
did not love great Things to outward Appear- 
ance,) or to his remarkable Generofity, I cannot 
juſtly ſay, but fo be ſure the Coach and four did 
diſappear @ little on a ſudden, and the Black 
Lion, made a Cypher of, retiring to a Barn, 

twirled bis Tail over his Head for Shame and 
Indignation ; but now he iſſued forth again in 
Pomp and Splendour, and rode friu at His 
s Side. She, though no Stranger to Pa- 


rade, as havin g been converſant in the polite 


World, 8 ſeemed not fond of Shew, or to 
take Delight in Equipage and Dreſs, being a 
Woman of great good Senſe, and who was 
rather deſirous of being regarded fot the Fur- 
niture of her Mind than that of her Fortune, 
and thought it more amiable to be commended 
for the Plainneſs of her Heart, than the Finery 
of her Cloaths ; indeed ſhe was — 
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of as a Woman of Merit: But Fact. on the 
other Hand was fo elevated at his Succeſs, that 
he had Thoughts of Mering him/elf" as Knight 
of the Shire for the County at the enſuing Elec- 
tion, and talked of joining Mr. Soc:zus, a Gen- 
tleman of great Worth, and for Virtues nearly 
reſembling thoſe of the Man of Ry, held in 
as. much Eſteem, and almoſt as particularly 
diſtinguiſhed. 2 7 
. Ta this it is ſaid he was encouraged by an 
Anonymous Song, called, | 


« Str-{t-n's Glory; or, The Defeat of Old Com- 
pbpromixe, | | "TORY 


which he was ſeen to peruſe with great Alten- 
tion, and with a Satisfaction of Mind that vi- 
bly appeared in his Face. When he laid aſide 
this Project, he induſtriouſiy gave it out, that 
it was done at the Regue/? of bis Wife,” who 
was ſaid to be a Lady of a very pacifick Diſpoſi- 
tion, and hated he ſhould 2. any e 
where there was the leaſt Probability of his get- 
ting into a Quarrel, and therefore took Cate to 
keep him as much as poſſible from N, 
the County Town ; but this was looked upon as 
a Screen by. thoſe, who believed he ſtood 79 
Chance of ſucceeding, as Mr Tun nd and 
Mr. N. Abe, their old Members, had, by 
their ſtrict Adherence to the true Intereſt of 
their Country, and their engaging Behaviour to 
all Kinds of eople, univerfally recommended 
themſelves to a ſecond Nomination of their 
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Conſtituents. This is an old Tick, and has 


often been made Uſe of (as Vives are very uſe- 


ful on ſome Occaſions) though no great Compli- 


ment to the Ladies, ſince it is little leſs than 
making them Animals of Burden, choſe for 10 
other End, but to carry their Huſband's Weight, 
an Inconvenience they are frequently obliged 
to lie under in a married State. This Scheme 
being over, Fach (who kept very ſuug at Home) 
turned his Thoughts to Sung, but not being 
ſo good an Arebitect as his Father, raiſed a 
Burlington Wall, as it is called, on one Side of 
his Houſe, for a new intended Garden, by which 
Means this Manſion, which was deſigned only 
as a Hunting-ſeat by his Father, was a 
at once of its greateſt Beauty, which was that of 
being airy and light, and now became of a clogged 
and heavy Aſpect, and was alſo, by this Altera- 
tion, rendered very irregular, and, as the Coun- 
try People term it, © Looked ike a Sow with 
* one Ear,” ſo that it is a little in Danger 
of loſing its Name, and inſtead of Buxton-Lodge, 
will ws Soap in leſs than half a Century be called 
Crop-hall. While he was buſied in this Work 
of Judgement, his Lady was delivered of a Son 
and Heir, to the great Joy of this 2/luſtrious 
Family; Fach was not a /itfle pleajed on this 
Occaſion, grew very fond of the Infant, and 


to all his Cards of Enguiry, returned for 


Anſwer, © The young TFuſlice was as well as 
« could be expected,“ as he merrily called him 
from his being in the King's Commiſiam himſelf; 
but he was not aware that this delicate Turn of 

| Humour 


E 

Humour a little diſtreſſed ſome of his plain 
Country Neighbours, who did not rightly under- 
ftand his Meſſage, as the whole of it was equal- 
ly as applicable to the Father as the Son. But 
we will leave him for the preſent amongſt his 
Maſons and Mortar, as it is now the Ara, in 

which Miles Dinglebob commenced a Squire. 
MiLEs, or MIL, as Sir Charles Eaſy uſed to call 
him, who was a Knight of ſome. Drollery, and 
would make a little Fun now and then, though 
as good-natured and friendly a Man as ever 
lived; M:ly had been ſent to the Univerſity to 
learn ſomething, and to get a Degree there, in 
order to take Poſſeſſion of a Living, his Uncle, 
the 'Squire of Branthwayt-hall, procured to be 
held for him, ?till he was enough for Orders. 
The *'Squire was in actual Poſſeſſion of an Eſtate 
of above 3000 Pounds a Year, and had only 
one Son, and one Daughter ; his Son Wr, 
for that was his Name, who was a lively young 
Fellow, and generally liked amongſt his Ac- 
quaintance, died of a Conſumption ſoon after 
he came of Age, and his Daughter, who was 
a very fine Woman, had married herſelf pri- 
vately to Beau Taper, who was a very fine Gen- 
tleman; this the Squire reſenting ſent for My 
from College to Branthwayt-hall, Off went the 
| Square Cap at once, and into the Fire flew the 
Bob, though others ſay, he threw it on the 
Floor, ſaying, © Lie there, thou Diſgrace to 
« Genius; but no matter, into NL he 
came, and was now looked upon as ſole Heir to 
the Eſtate. But in a little Time, Mrs. Taper 
| F 2 proving 
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proving with Child, and the Beau, who was 
a Man of Senſe, and had full as much Learn- 
ing as Miß, though he had not been ſeeking it 
quite ſo long at Cambridge, for he had been there 
too, having behaved with great Tenderneſs to 
his Wife on all Occaſions, for he was very fond 
of her, and to all Appearance was likely to 
make her a good Huſband (as he afterwards did) 
the*Squire's An ger began to cool ſomewhat, and, 
at the Interceſſion of mutual Friends, he at 
laſt conſented to ſee his Son-zn-Law and Daugh- 
fer, and not long after took them Home to 
Branthwayt-hall, where it is thought, had he 
lived much longer, he had left his Nephew only 
a handſome Legacy, and the reſt of his large Poſ- 
ſeſſions to his natural Heirs, bis own Daugbter, 
and her Children. As I am on this Subject, I will 
juſt interrupt the Reader, to hint in the ſofteſt 
Manner I can to thoſe inexorable Parents, whoſe 
Reſentment for an Offence of this Kind, no 
after Submiſſion can allay, no Acts of tendereſt 
Duty cool, no Time aſſwage, nor the Tears of 
weeping Virtue ſoften, no Sufferings atone for, 
nor ought avail to recall the OY, Heaven's 
Centinel in the Human Heart, juſt let me 
hint to ſuch, that ſhould there be a Time, 
when ſomething whiſpered from within, * All 
« was not right,” thould that Time be when 
Reaſon repents in vain, too feeble to act upon 
a diſtempered Body, and the Soul winged tor 
its Departure, fits fluttering on the Brink of 
Eternity, with what Agony muſt ſuch a Heart 
be torn, now bleeding for Children injured be- 


yond 
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yond Repair, and doomed to Miſery and Diſ- 
treſs by the very Hand Heaven ſtrengthned to 
protect them from it ! Returning Love at ſuch 
a Time ſhall only Torture, rekindling Affection 
wound deeper than a poiſoned Arrow, Religion 
afford no Relief, and the Horrors of an unknown 
World diſtract; nor Prayers, nor Prieſts, nor Sa- 
craments ſhall then give Comfort to a Soul fo 
qualified to ſeek the Realms of Peace; the 
Tongue ſhall faulter at the Name of Father, in 
the Mouth of him who d:/c/aimed his Child, nor 
Heaven regard Petitions that Conſcience trem- 
bles to utter. But if we may believe the Em- 
peror Fuſtinian and the Civilians, this unfor- 
giving Spirit is not only an Inſtance of Inbu- 
manity, but real Injuſtice; for they will tell us, 
that every Child has an znherent Right to the Poſ- 
ſeſſions of his Parent, which Right they diſ- 
tinguiſh by the Title of Surras, and that Fa- 
thers are no more than Truſtees for their Children, 
and every Child has a Right to receive from his 
Parent, what his Father delivered down to him, 
nor can they part with, and deviſe it to others, 
and more diftant Relations, without a manifeſt 
Af of Injuſtice done to their own Offspring. 
I ſhall ſay no more on this Subject, but only, 
that ſome Inſtances of this cruel Negle& of 
Children, that I have ſeen and obſerved in Life, 
have made me occaſionally to think with Bitter- 

neſs on the Human Heart. | 
The *'Squire dying ſoon after the Reception 
of his Son-in-Law, and before he had Time to 
complete a Reconciliation, in his laſt Will, which 
MM Was 
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was drawn up and executed but juſt before 
his Death, named his Daughter, Mrs. Taper, 
and young Dinglebob, joint Heirs, and equal 
Sharers inall his Eſtates, real and perſonal ; this 
was. looked upon in an i7v:d:cus Light, as Mrs. 
Taper had at this Time brought a Grand-chid or 
two into the World for the o/d Gentleman, the 
laſt of which, if it had been a Boy, might have 
had an Effect it is thought upon young Mzly's 
Noſe, and ſent him back to College to pick up his 
Bob-wig and Square Cap, but now he was dubbed 
at once a Sguire, and fully eſtabliſted in the 
Poſſeſſion of that Signal Denomination of Ho- 
nour, which, though not perfectly intelligible to 
Foreigners, yet is very well known in England 
to be a Mark of great Diſtindtion. Our young 
Squire then (for ſo we muſt now ſtile him) re- 
paired to his Uncle's with all poſſible Expedition, 
in order to attend his Funeral, where he was 
obſerved to weep bitterly; he left the Conducting 
of the Ceremony to Beau Taper, though ſome of 
his Friends adviſed him to exert his Authority 
from the frft, and fall to ſearching Papers, 
breaking open Boxes, tearing down Hangings, &c. 
but to theſe he replied with a becoming Decency 
and Sorrow, in the pious Words of Richard; 


« No, firſt I'll turn yon Fellow to his Grave.” 


There were others among his Acquaintance, 
who counſelled him to Acts of Moderation, and 
recommended to him a few Appearances that 
might reconcile him to the Good-will of the 

World, 


1871 
W:rld, and ſilence ſome Clamours that had ariſen 
in it, on the Publication of his Uncle's Will, 
who was thought to have acted a little hardly 
by his Daughter, in making a Nephew equal to 
the Child of his own Loins, Accordingly Mtly, 
as he was told tne Eye of Men in general was 
upon him, ſet out with paying all bis Couſin FAY 
Debts Mrs. Taper's Brother, which were very 
confiderable, and amounted to near 800 I. This 
was looked upon as an Act of uncommon Genero- 


ſity, as he had not a Probabilty of ſharing above 


20, oo J. of his Fortune. The next Thing he 
did was to make a Compliment of the Manſion- 
houſe, Branthwayt-ball, to Mrs. Taper, whom 
he conſidered as nearer to her Father than him- 


ſelf, and of courſe, as having rather a better 


Claim to it ; but as this might have come into 
Diſpute, as he was joint Heir with her in all 
Things. Beau Taper always acknowledged him- 
ſelf under great Obligations to Mily on this Ac- 
count, and grew /o fond on him for this genteel 
Inſtance of a diſintereſted Spirit, that they were 
ſeldom ſeen aſunder, and it was remarked, always 


ſpoke of one another in Terms of the moſt cordial 


Affection. 

But as Mily's principal Character in this Hiſ- 
tory is that of a Lovek, I ſhall make haſte to 
introduce him in that Light to the Reader, and 
firſt begin with a Deſcription of his Perſon. 

Mily, who was about 21 or 22 at his Uncle's 
Deceaſe, was of a Stature not very fall, but 
extremely thin, had a fine Complexion, and fine 
Face, the /atter, indeed, had what 1s called in, 

F. 4 the 
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the Country, a Strinkling of the Small-pox upon 
it, which might be perceived very viſibly with 
a 1 is Air remarkably genteel, and he 
walked well upon his Legs, which were good and 
ſtout, and which Pudica was afterwards obſerved 
to regard with a particular Attention ; his Eyes 
were not ſo beautiful as the reſt of his Features, 
for though he had one more than Mrs. Pent- 
weazel, yet they were neither of them Pier- 
cers; indeed were remarkable for the Deadneſs 
of their Luſtre, and being of a yellouiſb Hue, 
gave Occaſion to ſome merry Wag toſay, *Youn 
« Dinglebob's Eyes were like two ſcalt Gooſe- 
« berries,” which was looked upon to be ſo 
Juſt a Similitude amongſt moſt People, that he 
goes by the Name of Gooſeberry-Eyes to this 
Day. 

As he was very genteel, ſo, though not very 
active, he was reckoned the beſt Minuet-dancer 
in the County, next to Sir Billy Silly, with 
whom no Body could diſpute in that Point; in- 
deed there was another Baronet, Sir Harry Kir- 
by, who uſed to be taken out now and then, 
when neither Sir Billy nor Mily were preſent, as 
he was a Favourite among the Ladies, being 
very obliging, very inoffenfive, and a real good- 
natured Man; now Sir Billy had more Pride, 
and not content with being the genteeleft Perſon 
alive, would have fain been thought the hand- 
ſomeſi too, and but for his confounded Name the 
wiſeſt; that was unluckily a little againſt him, 
and, indeed, none of the Family of the Sillies 
were ever known to be Conjurers. 


It 
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It was impoflible a Man ſo formed could 
be diſagreeable to the diſtinguiſbing Pudica, 
who, upon the firſt News of his Approach to 
Ox-caſtle, flew down Stairs, and mapped at him 
like a hungry Pickerel at a Perch, or ſpringing 
from his Hole upon a gliding Dace, or glittering 
Roach. A Heart fo ſoftened at the firſt Advances 
of a Lover, could but 2!/ refit thoſe violent At- 
tacks, and that Storm of Eloquence that fell upon it 
afterwards ; and then ſuch a Profuſion of Beau- 
ty, ſuch winning Graces in his Look, that ren- 
dered him (his Eyes excepted) ſuch a Mirror 


of Delight, as the French endeavour to expreſs 
'when they ſpeak of, 


Un jeune homme, qui eſt a peindre. 


On ſuch an Occaſion, no Wonder at Pudica's 
Impatience at the Delay of Lawyers, who with 
eternal Rheams of Parchment ſo cruelly detained 
her enraptured Soul, from the immediate Poſ- 
ſeſſion of fo amiable an Object; for this indeed 
ſhe was ſomewhat obliged to *Squrire Bull, who 
from his own Experience was taught to take 
care of proper Settlements, and told his eager 
Daughter with more Wit than was common to 
him, That Sheets of Parchment were as ne- 


« ceſlary in Weddings as Sheets of Linnen, and 


« now and then were full as comfortable; ſo 
poor Pudica was forced to wait, for ever abuſing 
the Lawyers when they came to the Houſe, and 
recommending to them to learn of the Parſons, 
to do their Buſineſs quick as well as ſure, As 


it 
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it was thus ſome Time before this amorous Pair 
could be ell ſettled, who were daily dying for 
each other, I ſhall give my Reader a Specimen 
to what Exceſs of Love their common Conferences 
were carried, by ſetting down one of them, as 
over-heard at a Play one Night, when .they 
thought they were unobſerved. 

Indeed, Mr. Dinglebob, my Love, ſays Mis, 
ce there ſhould be two and twenty Staves in a 
&« Chicken-coop.* My dear Angel, replies the 
© enamoured Swain, a Chricken-coop is a Thing 
« of Conſequence, there may be more in it than 
« you imagine. O! III always know what's 
« jn it, Mr. Dinglebob, ſays Mits, for T'll feed 
« my Chickens my/eif, as my Mama uſed to 
« do.“ © You dont underſtand me, my ſweet 
« Love, replies the Youth, my Meaning is, 
« that a Chicken-coop being a Thing of Conſe- 
« quence, there is more to be done with it than 
« you think of.” „ Well, I don't care, my 
« ſweeteſt, if you like it, I can put a Duck or 
« /wo in it, tis only ty:ng @ String to their 
« Feet, and giving them a Swim in the Horſe- 
« pond of a Morning.” © Angel of my Soul, 
« ſays Mily, I wiſh you could be perſuaded not 
* to trouble your Head or delicate Hands (and 
ce then he ſqueezed them both) about Chickens, 
« but leave the Care of your Poultry fo me, 
« my Love; my Father as well as your Mother 
ce fed Chickens, and I dare ſay I can feed them 
« as well as he, for I have now and then beld 
« the Barley for hun; beſides, it is a dirty 
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„ Buſineſs a left, and you will have Dick Mer- 
e ryfellaw 
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& ryfellow making Fun, and perhaps @ Song, 
« upon your drabbled Tail, and, ſpattered Stock- 
« ings, for you know, my deareſt, red will 
« lain,” „ O! but, replies Pudica, T'll give 
« him no Occaſion, for I'll always feed them 
« in my Riding- habit, and with that you know 
« I always wear your Thing-em-bobs there, that 
« the Captains ſometimes ſtrut about the 
*© Market with.” An Act being over, and the 
Muſick beginning to play, prevented our Ob- 
ſerver from hearing more of this endearing Con- 
verſation, which is a great Loſs to our Hiſtory, 
and will be conſidered by ſome future Critick, 
as an Hiatus valde deflendus. 
But the Time of Joy was now approaching, 
and | 
—Auod optanti Divim promittere Nemo 
Auderet, volvenda dies en! attulit ultro. 
Counſellor Stop-parſon had finiſhed all the Wri- 
tings, and Mr. Bar-licenſe filled his Green-bag 
with them, and were both on the Way to Ox- 
hall, and on the Road were met at ſome Diſtance 
by the ſweetly-coorng Turtles juſt deſcribed ; but 
Miſs auld not contain the Tranſport of her Heart 
at firſt ſeeing them, but called out to Mzly, 
whoſe Eyes were not /o good, as has been faid, 
Here they come, Mr. Dinglebob; upon my 
« Life they do; and up ſhe gets upon a Gate 
to ſee if ſhe was right; and finding ſhe was, 
away they both /ef out à running to try which 
could get back to Ox-hall firft, to tell the 'Squzre. 
Pudica 
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Pudica won the Race as I am told, for though 
Mily was light enough in the Head, yet he was 
a little heavy in the Heels. 

The Lawyers diſpatched their Buſineſs to the 

eat Satisfaction of our Lovers in a very few 
3 and now there remained nothing, but 
to fix the Wedding-day. This being ſoon ap- 
pointed, the Ceremony was performed as uſual, 
with nothing very particular, excepting that 


+ Miſs was obſerved to differ widely from thoſe. 


3 


filly young Women, who think it a Compliment 
to the Bridegroom to cry at Church, and looking 
down, utter the Reſponſes ſo as ſcarcely to be 
heard; whereas Pudica anſwered with an aud:- 
ble Voice, and a becoming Courage, and was 
rather ſeen to laugh than cry; and when the 
Prieſt in his Office aſked her, «© Wilt thou have 
« this Man to be thy wedded Huſband?” re- 
plied readily, and with an unembarraſſed Coun- 
tenance, © Yes, Sir, I came on Purpole.” Squire 
Bull, it is ſaid, frowned a little at this, but Pu- 
dica did not mind his Frowns now, and was 
heard to whiſper ber Maid as ſhe went out of 
Church, « Well, Fanny, I have got a Huſband 
« af laft however; I don't mind Papa now, I 
« can tell him, with his ut Miſs you ſhan't 
e do this, and but Miſs you ſhan't do that; 
« and was always butting me I think. I can 
« tell you, Farny, now I am my own Miſtreſs, 
it ſhall be my Fault, if my Huſband buts at 

el me.” 
The new-married Conple ſtaid a Fortnight 
at Ox-hail, now no Caftle to Mrs. Dinglebob, 
where 


A 
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where they revelled in the Sweets of Love, and 
more of which, it is faid, ſhe enjoyed with him 
than ſhe could poſſibly have done with any of 
her other Lovers, He was indeed a delicate 
and delightful Youth, and confidering the many 
Per fections he was Maſter of, we may fairly 
ſay, that in marrying him ſhe married all the 
Four; for he had 

The Humour of Dick Merryfellow, 

The Learning of Count Antiquary, 

The Beauty of young Squire Fog, 

And the Bravery of Fack Shadwell ; | 
In a Word, was a complete and finiſhed Cha- 
racter. | | 

At the Expiration of a Fortnight, Mily car- 
ried Pudica Home to Pop-gun-hall, a Houſe he 
had hired of a Baronet in Wales; they were 
received there with Bonfires, ringing of Bells, 
and other publick Demon/irations of Foy, and 
the Evening of their Arrival, Mr. Ap-Shenkin, 
a Welch Clergyman, who had been ſettled there 
by the Knight above-mentioned, preſented the 
'Squife with an EPITHALAMIUM, which pleaſed 
him greatly, and particularly Mrs. Dinglebob, 
who was wonderfully fond of Verſes; but the 
young Sguire not rightly underſtanding the 
Latin Motto at the Top of it, and remembring 
how his Wife had been diftreſſed by a hard Word 
once, nor willing to aſk an Explanation of his 
Parſon, whom he had a Mind ſhould look upon 
him as a Man of as uch Learning as himſelf, 
ſent it encloſed in a Letter to one of his Aunts 
near the Cathedral at N=, deſiring her to 


get 
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get one of the Prebendaries to put it into 
Engliſh for him. | 

Now I muſt tell my Reader, that Mr. Ap- 
Shenkin underſtanding the true original and uncor- 
rupted Language better than Latin, had ſent to a 
Friend in London to get him a proper Motto on 
the Occaſion, who, falling into Company with 
Dick Merryfellow, was perſuaded to ſend the 
following one from Horace, which he ſaid was 


a Compliment upon the Squire's Name, and had 
ſome Allufion to his Lady, 


Multo jam feſſus membra labore 
MiLes ait 


Upon receiving her Nephew's Letter, away 
goes the Aunt to Dr. Szitèr, who was more an 
Old-Woman's-Man than any of his Brethren in 
the Stalls, and defired him to tell her the Mean- 
ing of that Bit of Latin. The Doctor, whoſe 
Learning was more in Speculation than Books, 
and whoſe Thoughts were oftner in the Clouds 
than on Earth, being as great a Philoſopher as a 
Divine, after a little Heſitation, told her, that 
“% he had Reaſon to believe the Quoter of that 
« Line had a merrier Meaning than the Author, 
« who, if he rightly remembered, was Quin- 
te tilian, and then gave her a gentle Hint of 
« what it might allude to. The Aunt wrote, 
as the 'Squire received her Anſwer, in great 
Anger ; who, taking Pudica under his Arm 
with him, marched away in a Fury to the Par- 
ſonage, where they found the poor Par/or 
ſmoaking 
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ſmoaking his Pipe at the Door, very innocent 
of the Provocation given them, and imme- 
diately fell abuſing him for his V hat- do- ye-call- 
em Verſes; and told him, „If he offered to 
« come nigh. bis Houſe any more, he would 
« throw a Leek in his Face.” * Will ye? fays 
« the Parſon, who was as true a Cambro-Bri- 
« ton as any of his Country, by St. Taffy, if 
« you do, I/ make you eat it. Who are you, 
« pray? Do you value yourſelf upon your Pull 
« there? I have got a Pull as well as you, and 
« as much /iked by the Neighbours, and per- 
« haps pays as well for the Keeping ; I meant 
c a Compliment to you, and if you han't Brains 
« enough to fake it, you may apply it ehe- 
« where, and try what your P m can make 
« of it, if you will;“ ſo turning haſtily into 
his Hall, ſhut his Door upon the 'Squire and 
Madam, who told him, he was a forlorn Spittle, 
a Term of great Reproach in this County. 
Tom Tenor the Clerk, hearing how the Parſon 
had offended the Squire by a Song on his 
Wedding, and having a good Nack at making 
as well as /inging a Song, thought if he could 
muſter up a few Verſes to pleaſe the 'Squire, 
how he ſhould triumph over the Parſon in the 
Eyes of all the Neighbours, ſo ſet down and 
wrote the following, with what Succeſs I cannot 
tell, but the Sguire was obſerved not to aſe him 
to Dinner the Sunday after. | 
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Wedding-Verſes on the happy Marriage of Mis 

Dix GLEBOB, Ei; and Madam his Lady, 
by their Honour's Pjalm-finging Clerk, Thomas 
r of Popgun-Town, in the County of 
N-rt-lk, 
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Addreſſed to the Ringers of the Pariſh, and ts 
the Tune of, Green grow the Ruſhes o'. 


I. 
C OME let us play at Jingle-bob, 
Come let us play at Fingle-bob, 
And I will fing, 
And you ſhall ring 
For Squire and Madam Dinglebob. 


II. 


Her four Lovers may go hoop, 
Her four, &c. 
The Squire of the Hall 
Has flung 'em all, 


By talking of the Chicken coop. 


| III. 
| I — take thee Molly O, 
I Mily, Sc. 
I am content, 


Nor do lament, 
For all Men have their Folly of. 


IV. Jack 
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IV. | 
to touch the Gold, | 


Fack Shadwell long'd 
Fack 8 hadwell, &c. | 
But trying to kiſs 
The pretty Miſs, 
Pudica ſaid, he was too old. 


V. 
And young 'Squrre Fog began to oy, 
And, c. 
a O! no ſays ſhe, 
: You're not for me, 
No, Maſter, I'll not have @ Boy. 


VI. 
Then merry Dick a Letter ſent, 
Then, Ge. 
But, O! the Fun 
Was all undone, 
By that d—n'd Word Eclairciſſement. 
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VII. | 
Then up aroſe Count Antiquary, | 
Then, &c. 
What tho' they /neer | 
At you, my dear, 
You'll be a Counteſs, Mrs. Mary. 
VIII. 


Suppoſe that I don't like ye o, 
Suppoſe, &c. 
Sir Count enough, 
I'm for better Stuff, 
O! you don't know Pudica O. 


8 IX. The 
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IX. 
The Squire I faw all in bis Trim, 
The Squire, &c. 
And by the Light 
Twas ſuch a Wight, 
1 ſcarcely could believe i kim. 


X. 
And don't you think he was full wiſe ? 
And, Sc. 
His Eyes who ſaid, 
All in his Head, 
e d like tuo ſcalt Gooſeberries. 


XI. 
Madam they ſay was fond of Thapes, 
Madam, Sc. 
And eke they ſay, 
Till tother Day, 
In Hell ſhe dreaded leading Apes. 


XII. 
Ring, my Boys, O! ring away, 
Ring, my Boys, &c. 
It right I think, 
We than't want Drink, 
For tis the 'Squzre's Wedding-day. 
XIII. 
By and by the Squire to Bed will go, 
By and by the Squire, &c. 
Then we'll have done, 
Nor {ſpoil his Fun, 
Until To-morrow's Cock doth, crow. 
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Rk 
If I aright again ſhould think, 
If I, &c. | 
Why let me die, 
If by her Eye, 
I do believe ſhe'll feep a Wink. 


XV, 


Green grow the Ruſhes o', 
Green grow, &c. 

No Duke ſo fine 

I do divine 


Is happier with his Dutcheſs o. 


A few Weeks after the Arrival of the new- 
married Couple at Pepgun-hall, Squire Bull made 
his Son-in-Law a Preſent of four bay Horſes and 
a Chariot from London, richly gilt and adorned, 
with the Arms of each Family beautifully 
painted, and the following Morto round them, 


Pugnat cum Milite Taurus. 


ſaid to be ſent him by the learned Prebendary 
juſt now mentioned, and ſuppoſed to be of his 
own Compoſition, as being more expreſſive of 
the mutual Affection and Unity obſerved be- 
tween the two Lovers, than any Thing he 
could find in the Clafſicks, or the Canons of the 
Church ; which latter, it is ſaid, he diligently 
ſearched on that Occaſion. 


IX. 


A K A 


Page 11, Line 31, for Place, read Peace. P. 22, 
L. 19, for KaXAivdero, read Kuà dero. P. 37, L. 3, 
for and a Smile, read and be bad a Smile. P. 61, L. 
12, for Greatneſſeſs, read Greatneſſes. P. 80, L. 16, 
for love great Things, read live great Things. 


